
  

1.1. Adhabu ya kAdhabu ya kaburi aijuaburi aijua maitia maiti, The tout, The touture of theure of the
grave is only known by the corpsegrave is only known by the corpse

2.2. Akiba haAkiba haiozi, A iozi, A reservreserve will not e will not decaydecay
3.3. Asifuye mAsifuye mvuwa imevuwa imemnyea. Hmnyea. He who praie who praises rain hasses rain has

been rained on.been rained on.
4.4. Akili nyinAkili nyingi huondowa mgi huondowa maarifaaarifa. Great wit dr. Great wit drives awayives away

wisdomwisdom5.5. Asiye kuAsiye kubali kushibali kushindwa si msndwa si mshindani.Hhindani.He who does noe who does nott
admit defeat is not a sportsmanadmit defeat is not a sportsman

6.6. AtangaAtangaye na jua hujuye na jua hujuwa. He wawa. He wanders arnders around by dayound by day
a lot, learns a lota lot, learns a lot

7.7. Asiye kuAsiye kuwapo na lawapo na lake halipo.ke halipo.If you arIf you are absent ye absent youou
lose your sharelose your share

8.8. AvumayAvumaye baharini pae baharini papa kumbe wepa kumbe wengi wapo.Sngi wapo.Shark ishark is
the famous one in sea the famous one in sea the but they many othersthe but they many others

9.9. Baada ya dhikBaada ya dhiki faraja.i faraja.After haAfter hardship comrdship comes relief.es relief.
1100.. BBaaniniaanni mi mbbayaya ka kiaiattu cu chhakake de daawwaa..AAn en evvil il IIndndiaiann

but his bussiness is good.but his bussiness is good.

1111.. BBeennddeerra ha huuffuuaatta ua uppeeppoo. A . A ffllaag fg foolllloowws ts thhee
direction of the wind.direction of the wind.

1122.. BBililisisi wi wa ma mttu nu ni mi mttu.u.TThe he eevvil il spspiirriit t of of a a mman an is is aa
man.man.

1133.. CChahammlelevvi i hhululiiwwa a nna a mmgegemmaa..TThhe e ddrrununkkaarrdd''ss
money is being consumed by palm-wine trapper.money is being consumed by palm-wine trapper.

1144.. CChahandnda ca chehemma a huhuvvikikwwa a ppetetee..A A hhaannddsosomme e ffiningegerr
gets the ring.gets the ring.

1155.. CChhoommbo bo cchha a kkuuzzaamma a hhaakkinina a uussuukkaannii. . A A sisinknkiningg
vessel needs no navigation.vessel needs no navigation.

1166.. CChhoovvyya a - - cchhoovvyya a yyaammaalliizza a bbuuyyu u lla a aassaallii..

Constant dipping will empty goud of honeyConstant dipping will empty goud of honey1177.. DDaalilili li yya a mmvvua ua mmaawiwingnguu. . CCllooududs s aarre e tthe he ssigign n of of 
rainrain

1188.. DDaammu nu nzziitto ko kuulilikko mo maajiji..BBlloood od is is tthihickckeer tr thahann
waterwater

1199.. DDaawa wa yya ma mootto no ni mi moottoo. t. the he rreemmeedy dy oof f fifirre ie is fs fiirree
2200.. DDuua a la la kkuukku hu haalilimmpapatti i mmwewewwee..tthe he ccuurrsse e oof f tthhee

fowl does not bother the kite.fowl does not bother the kite.
2211.. FFaaddhhiilla ya ya pa puunndda na ni mi maatteekkee. G. Grraattiittuudde oe of af a

donkey is a kick.donkey is a kick.
2222.. FiFimmbo bo yya a mmbbaali li hhayayiuiuwwi i nnyyookkaa. . A A wweeppoon n wwhhicichh

you don't have in hand wont kill a snake.you don't have in hand wont kill a snake.

2233.. FuFuatata na nyyukuki ui ule le aassaalili..FFoolllloow w bebeees as annd yd yoou wu wililll



  

get honeyget honey
2244.. FuFummbbo o mmffumumbbe me mjjininga ga mmwwerereevvu u huhuliligganangguaua..PPutut

a riddle to a fool a clever person will solve ita riddle to a fool a clever person will solve it
2255.. GGaandnda a lla a mmua ua la la jjaana na cchuhunngu gu kkaaoona na kkiivvununo.o.TThehe

skin of yesteday's sugarcane is a havest to an ant.skin of yesteday's sugarcane is a havest to an ant.
2266.. HHaabba na na ha hababa ha huujajazza ka kibibaabbaa..LLiittttlle be by ly lititttle le ffilillsls

up the measure.up the measure.2277.. HHaappaanna ma maarreeffu yu yaassiio o nna a mmwwiisshhoo..TThheey iy is ns noo
distance that has no end.distance that has no end.

2288.. HHaakkununa a ssiriri i yya a wwaattu u wwaawwiilili..TThhey ey iis s nno o sseeccrretet
between two people.between two people.

2299.. HHaarraakka ha haarraakka ha haiaina na babarraakkaa..HHuurrrry hy huurrrry hy haas ns noo
blessingsblessings

3300.. HHaassiriraa, , hhaassararaa..AAngngeer r bbrrinings gs lloosss(s(DDamamaaggee))
3311.. HHeerri ki kuufa fa mmaachcho ko kululikiko ko kufufa ma mooyyo.o.IIt it is bs beetttteer tr too

lose your eyes than to lose your heart.lose your eyes than to lose your heart.
3322.. HHeerri i kkuujjikikwa wa kkididoolle e kkululikiko o uulilimmii..BBeetttteer r ttoo

stumble with toe than toungue.stumble with toe than toungue.

3333.. HHiiarari yi ya sa shihindnda ua uttumumwwaa..VVoolulunnttaarry iy is bs beetttter er tthahann
force.force.

3344.. HHuuchcheekka a kkoovvu u asasiiyye e kkuwuwa a na na jejerraahhaa..HHe e lalauughghss
at scar who has received no wound.at scar who has received no wound.

3355.. IIhshsaani ni ((hhisisaanini)h)haaiiozozii..KKininddnenesss s ddooees s nnot ot ggoo
rotten.rotten.

3366.. IIkkiiwwa ha hujujuui ki kufufaa,,ttaazzaamma ka kababuurrii..If If yyoou du donon''t kt knonoww
death look at the grave.death look at the grave.

3377.. JJinina ja jeemma ha hununggaarra ga gizizaanini.A .A ggooood nd naamme se shhininees is inn
the dark.the dark.

3388.. JJinino lo la pa peemmbe be ssi di daawwa ya ya pa peenngogo..AAn in ivvoorry ty tooootth ih iss

not cure for the lost tooth.not cure for the lost tooth.339.9. JiJititihahadi di hahaioiondndooi i kkududururaa. . EEfffforort t wiwill ll nonot t cocoununteterr
faith.faith.

4400.. JJoogogoo lo la sa shhamambba ha haaliliwwiikki mi mjijinni. i. ThThe ve vililllaage ge cococckk
does not crow in town.does not crow in town.

441.1. KaKafifiri ri akakufufayaye e si si IsIsililamamu u asasiyiyekekufufa.a.An An ininfifidedel l whwhoo
does you good turn is not like a Muslim who does notdoes you good turn is not like a Muslim who does not

4422.. KKaammba ba hhuukkatatikika pa pababoovvuu. A . A rrooppe pe paarrtts ws whheerre ie it it iss
thinnest.thinnest.

4433.. KKaangnga ha haazzaai ui ugegenniinni.i.A A guguiinne- e- ffoowwl nl not ot llaay ey egggsgs
on strange placeson strange places

4444.. KKaawwaaiidda a nni ki kaamma sa shheerriiaa..UUssaagge ie is ls liikke le laaww

4455.. KKaawwiia ua uffiikkee..BBeetttteer dr deellaay ay annd gd geet tt thheerree..



  

4466.. KKaazzi mi mbbaayya sa siiyyo mo mcchheezzo mo mwweemmaa..A bA baad jd joob ib iss
not as wothless as a good gamenot as wothless as a good game

4477.. KKeelelelle e zza a mmlalannggo o hhaazziininiwwasasi i uusisingngizizi.i.TThehe
creaking of the door deprives me of no sleep.creaking of the door deprives me of no sleep.

4488.. KKeenndda a kkaarriibbu u nna a kkuummii..NNiinne e iis s nneeaar r tteenn..
4499.. KKiibbuurri i ssi i mmaauunnggwwaannaa..AArrrrooggaanncce e iis s nnoott

gentlemanly.gentlemanly.5500.. KKiicchhaannggo ko kuucchhaannggiizzaannaa..EEvveerryyoonne she shoouulldd
contribute when collection is made.contribute when collection is made.

5511.. KKididoole le kkiimmooja ja hhaakkiivvuunnji ji cchahawwaa..OOnne fe fiinngeger cr caannoott
kill a louse.kill a louse.

5522.. KKininggiiaachcho mo mjjinini si si hi haarraammu.u.TThahat it is fs faasshhioionnaabble le inin
town is never prohibited.town is never prohibited.

5533.. KKikikuulalacchho ko ki ni ngguouonni mi mwwakakoo..TThhat at wwhhicich eh eaatts ys youou
up is in your clothing.up is in your clothing.

5544.. KKilila ca chhomombbo ko kwwa wa wiimmblbliilele..EEvveerry y vveesssesel hl has as iittss
own wavesown waves

5555.. KKilila ma mllaangngo no na ua uffunungguwuwo o wwaakkee..EEvveerry y dodooor wr witithh

its own keyits own key
5566.. KKilila ma mttototo no na ka kooja ja lalakkee..TTo eo evveerry cy chihilld hd his is oowwnn

neck ornamentneck ornament
5577.. KKiilla a mmwwaammbba a nnggoomma a ,,nnggoozzi i hhuuiivvuuttaa

kwake.Every who streches a skin on a drum,pulls thekwake.Every who streches a skin on a drum,pulls the
skin own his own side.skin own his own side.

5588.. KKilila a nndedegge e hhururuukka a nna a mmbabawwa a zzaakkee..EEvveerry y bibirrdd
flies with its own wings.flies with its own wings.

5599.. KKiilliio o hhuuaannzza a mmffiiwwa a nnddiippo o wwa a mmbbaallii
wakaingia.The beareved begins the wailing latterwakaingia.The beareved begins the wailing latter
others join.others join.

6600.. KKimimyya ka kiinngi gi kkiinna ma msshhiindndo mo mkkuubwbwaa..AAlolong ng sisilelencnceefollowed by mighty noise.followed by mighty noise.
6611.. KKiningga a nna a kkiningga a ndndiipo po mmootto o uuwwaakkaapopo..OOne ne ffiriree

brand after another keeps fire burning.brand after another keeps fire burning.
6622.. KKiinnyyoozzi hi haajjiinnyyooii..A bA baarrbbeer dr dooees ns noot st shhaavvee

himself.himself.
6633.. KKininyywwa a nni i jjuummba ba la la mmaanenennoo..MMoouutth h iis s tthhe e hohommee

of words.of words.
6644.. KKiippeennddaacchho o mmooyyo o nni di daawwaa..WWhhaat t tthhe e hheeaarrtt

desires is medicine to it.desires is medicine to it.
6655.. KKipipyya a kkiinynyeemmi ii innggaawwa a kkiiddoondndaa. . A A nneew w tthhining ig is s aa

souce of joy even if is sore.souce of joy even if is sore.

6666.. KKiisseebbuusseebbu nu na ra roohho ko kiippaappoo..RReeffuussiinng ag anndd



  

wanting at the same time.wanting at the same time.
6677.. KKisisookkuula la mmlilimmwweengnguu,,seserra na naalele..wwhahat it is ns not ot eaeattenen

by a man,let the devil eat it.by a man,let the devil eat it.
6688.. KKititaannda da uussiichcho ko kililalala ha hujujui ui kkuunnguguni ni wwaakkee..YYoouu

canot know the bugs of a bed that you have not laincanot know the bugs of a bed that you have not lain
on.on.

6699.. KKivivululi ci chha fa fiimmbo bo hhaakkiimmfficichi hi mmttu ju juuaa..ShShadadow ow oof af astick canot protect one from the sun.stick canot protect one from the sun.
7700.. KKiiwwi ci chha ya yuulle ne ni ci chheemma ca chhaa;;hhaatta ua ulliimmwweenngguu

uwishe. The blindnes of that one is his good fortuneuwishe. The blindnes of that one is his good fortune
7711.. KKizizuurri i chchaajijiuuzza ka kibibaayya a cchhajajiitteemmbbezezaa..A A ggoooodd

thing sells it self a bad one advertises it self thing sells it self a bad one advertises it self 
7722.. KKoonznzo yo ya ma maaji ji hahaififuummbabattiikkii. A . A hhanandfdfuull ll oof wf watateerr

can not be grasped.can not be grasped.
7733.. KKoossa ma moojja ha haalliiaacchhi mi mkkee..OOnne fe faauullt dt dooees ns noott

warrant divorce of a wifewarrant divorce of a wife
7744.. KKoozzi mi mwwaannddaadda ,a ,kkuullaalla na na na njjaaa ka kuuppeennddaa..AA

goshawk is an egg child,if sleeps hungry its his owngoshawk is an egg child,if sleeps hungry its his own

fault.fault.
7755.. KKuuagagiziza ka kuuffyyekekeezza. a. iie Oe One ne eeyye oe of a f a mmaaststeer sr seeeess

more than four of a servent.more than four of a servent.
7766.. KKuuamambbizizaana na kkuukko ko kususikikililizizaana na hahapapanana..GGiivviningg

advice but no one listens.advice but no one listens.
7777.. KKuuchcha a MM''ngngu u ssi i kkiilelemmba ba ccheheuupepe..TThe he ffeaear r oof f GGoodd

is not wearing a white turban.is not wearing a white turban.
7788.. KKuuchchaammbba ka kwwiinngigi,,kkuuononddookka na na ma maavvii..LLeeaavve we weellll

alone! You wont improve matters by going onalone! You wont improve matters by going on
tinkeringtinkering

7799.. KKuufa fa kkufufaaaanana..DDeeatath hh haas is itts as advdvaannttagagees ts too oo iie ie itt

benifits those who inherit.benifits those who inherit.8800.. KKuuffa a kkwwa a jjaammaaaa, h, haarruussii..TThhe e ddeeaatth h oof nf noot t aa
relative is a wedding.Compared to a death of arelative is a wedding.Compared to a death of a
relativerelative

8811.. KKuufa fa kkwa wa mmdodommoo,,mmaatte e hhuuttaawawannyyikikaa..WWhehen n tthhee
head of the family dies,that family breaks up.head of the family dies,that family breaks up.

8822.. KKuuisishhi ki kwwininggi ni ni ki kuuoona na mmenenggi. i. To To lilivve le loonng ig is ts too
see much.see much.

8833.. KKuujijikkwwa sa si ki kuauangngukukaa,b,baali li nni ki kwewennda da mmbebelle.e.TToo
stumble is not falling down but it is to go forward.stumble is not falling down but it is to go forward.

8844.. KKuukkoopa pa hhaarruusi si kkuulilippa ma maattaanngaga..BBoorrrrowowiinng ig is ls likikee
a wedding ,repaying is like mourning.a wedding ,repaying is like mourning.

8855.. KKuukku u hhaavvununji ji yyaai li laakkee..A A hehen n ddoeoes s nnoot t bbrreaeak k heherr



  

own eggs.own eggs.
8866.. KKuukku u mmggeeni ni hhaakkoossi i kkaammbba a mmgguuuunini.A .A nneew w ffoowwll

always has string around its legs.always has string around its legs.
8877.. KKuula la kkuuttaammu u ,,kkuulilimma a mmaavvuunene..EEaattiinng g iis s sswweeetet

,digging is weariness.,digging is weariness.
8888.. KKuulelea ma miimmba ba ssi ki kaazzi ki kaazzi ki kuulelea a mmwawannaa..IIt it is ns noott

hard to nurse a pregnency,but it is hard to bring up ahard to nurse a pregnency,but it is hard to bring up achild.child.
8899.. KKuunnaakko o mmaattaangnga a kkumume e kkufufa a mmttuu..WWhheerre e tthheey y iiss

mourning someone has died.mourning someone has died.
9900.. KKuunngguurru mu mwwoogga ha huukkiimmbbiizza ma mbbaawwa za zaakkee..TThhee

timid crow withdraws his wings from harm.timid crow withdraws his wings from harm.
9911.. KKuupapandnda a mmcchohonngogomma a ,k,kuusshuhukka a nngogommaa..YYoou u mmaayy

climb a thorn tree,and be unable to come down.climb a thorn tree,and be unable to come down.
9922.. KKuuppootteeyya na njijia na ndidiyyo ko kujujuua na njjiiaa..TTo go geet lt losost it is ts too

learn the way.learn the way.
9933.. KKuuttoa oa nni mi mooyyo uo usasammbbe ne ni ui uttaajijirrii.C.Chaharriitty y is is tthehe

matter of the heart not of the pocket.matter of the heart not of the pocket.

9944.. KKuuttu ku kuu uu nni li la ma mggenenii..OOld ld rruusst it is fs foor tr thhe se sttrraanngegerr..
9955.. KKuuzziimma ka kooleleo o si si mmwwiishsho o wwa a uuhhununzzii..CCoooolilinng tg thhee

tongs is not end of forging.tongs is not end of forging.
9966.. KKwwa a mmwwoogga a hhuueenndda a kkiicchheekko o nna a kkwwa a sshhuujjaaaa

huenda kilio.i.e.timidity often ends in a laugh,huenda kilio.i.e.timidity often ends in a laugh,
bravado in a lament.bravado in a lament.

9977.. KKwweenndda a mmbbiio o ssiiyyo o kkuuffiikkaa..TTo o rruun n iis s nnoott
neccessarily to arrive.neccessarily to arrive.

9988.. KKwweennyye me miitti hi haakkuunna wa waajjeennzzii..WWhheerre te thheerree
trees,there are no builders.trees,there are no builders.

9999.. LLa ka kuvuvuundndaa(k(kuuvvununjaja) ) hhalalinina a rruubabanini. . A A vveesssesell

running agroud has no captain.running agroud has no captain.10100.0. La La kkuvuvununda da (k(kuvuvununjaja)h)halalinina ua ubabanini.T.Thehey y is is nono
incence for something rotting.incence for something rotting.

10101.1. LaLake ke mtmtu hu halalimimtatapipishshi bi balali hi humumchchefefusushaha.O.Onene's's
foul smelling does not sicken one self but merelyfoul smelling does not sicken one self but merely
disguts one.disguts one.

10102.2. LeLeo no ni li leo eo asasememayayo o kekeshsho o ni ni mwmwonongogo.T.Tododay ay isis
today who says tommorrow is a liartoday who says tommorrow is a liar

10103.3. LiLianandidikkwawalo lo ndndiyiyo lo liwiwalalo.o.ThThat at whwhicich is h is wrwrititteten byn by
God is what is.God is what is.

10104.4. LiLila la na na fifila la hahazizitatangngamamanani.i.GoGood od anand ed evivil wl wililll
never mix.never mix.

10105.5. LiLipipitatalo lo ,h,hupupisishwhwa .a .ThThinings gs dodont nt jujust st hahappppen en byby



  

accidentsaccidents
10106.6. LiLisesemwmwalalo lo lipipo,o,ikikiwiwa ha halalipipo lo lajaja.a.WhWhat at is is bebeninigg

talked about is here,and if its not it's commingtalked about is here,and if its not it's comming
around behind.around behind.

10107.7. LiLisisilolokkuwuwapapo o momoyoyonini,h,halalipipo o mamachchononi.i.OuOut t of of 
sight out of mind.sight out of mind.

10108.8. MaMaafafuu uu hahapapatitililizwzwi.i.YoYou du donont tt takake ve vieiengngeaeancnce oe onnsilliness.silliness.
10109.9. MaMachcho ho hayayanana a papazizia.a.EyEyes es hahave ve no no scscrereenens,s,ththeyey

see all that is within view.see all that is within view.
11110.0. MaMafafahahali li wawawiwili li hahawawakakai zi zizizi mi mojoja.a.TwTwo bo bululls ls dodo

not live in the same shade.not live in the same shade.
11111.1. MaMaititi hi hauaulilizwzwi si sanandada.A .A dedead ad pepersrson on is is nonot at askskeded

for a shroud.for a shroud.
111212.. MaMaji ji huhufufuatata a mmkkononddo.o.wawateter r fofolllloowsws

current.i.e.swim with current.current.i.e.swim with current.
11113.3. MaMaji ji huhutetereremkmka ba bonondedenini,h,hayayapapanandi di mlmlimima.a.WaWateterr

flows down the valley does not climb the hill.flows down the valley does not climb the hill.

11114.4. MaMaji ji ukukiyiyavavululiyiya na nguguo ho hununa ba bududi ki kuyuyaoaogegelelea.a.If If 
you take of your clothes for water you must bathe.you take of your clothes for water you must bathe.

11115.5. MaMaji ji ususiyiyoyoyafafikika ha hujujui ui wiwingngi wi wakake.e.YoYou cu can an nonott
know the extent of water in a pond that you haveknow the extent of water in a pond that you have
never been to.never been to.

11116.6. MaMaji ji ya ya kikifufufu fu ni ni babahahari ri ya ya chchunungugu.W.Watater er in in aa
coconut shell is like an ocean to an ant.coconut shell is like an ocean to an ant.

11117.7. MaMaji ji yayakikija ja huhupwpwa.a.WhWhen en titide de is is hihighgh,i,it t ebebbsbs..
11118.8. MpMpananda da ngngazazi i huhushshukuka.a.He He whwho co clilimbmbs s a la ladaddederr

comes down again.i.e.What goes up must come downcomes down again.i.e.What goes up must come down
11119.9. MaMaji yji yakakimimwawagigika hka hayayazazololekeki.i.If wIf watater er is sis splplitit,i,itt

can not be gathered up.can not be gathered up.12120.0. MaMajujumbmba a mamakukubwbwa a huhusisititiri ri mamambmbo.o.BiBig g hohoususeses
conceal a lot.conceal a lot.

12121.1. MaMajujuto to ni ni mjmjukukuuuu.R.Regegrerets ts arare le likike a e a chchilild,d,ThTheyey
come some considerable time after event.come some considerable time after event.

12122.2. MaMananahohodhdha a wewengngi i chchomombo bo huhuenenda da mrmramama.a.WiWithth
many captains,the ship does not sail properly.i.e.Toomany captains,the ship does not sail properly.i.e.Too
many cooks spoil the broth.many cooks spoil the broth.

12123.3. MaManeneno no mamakakali li hahayayavuvunjnji i mfmfupupa.a.WoWordrds s alalononee
wont break bones.wont break bones.

12124.4. MaManeneno no memema ma huhutotowa wa nynyokoka a papangngononi.i.PlPleaeasesentnt
words will draw the snake from its hole.words will draw the snake from its hole.

12125.5. MaMasisikikini ni akakipipatata ma matatakako ho hululia ia mbmbwawatata.W.Whehen an a



  

poor man gets something he boasts of his newpoor man gets something he boasts of his new
wealth.wealth.

12126.6. MaMasisikikini ni hahaokokototi,i,akakioiokokota ta huhuamambibiwa wa kakaibiba.a.AA
poor man does not pick up things if does they say hepoor man does not pick up things if does they say he
stole them.stole them.

12127.7. MaMasisikikini ni na na mwmwananawawe te tajajiriri ni na a mamali li yayakeke.A .A poporr

man with his child a rich man with his wealth.man with his child a rich man with his wealth.12128.8. MaMavi vi ususioioyayalala,w,wayayawawiningigianani i kukukuku? W? Why hy drdrivivee
away fowls from the dung you do not eat yourself?away fowls from the dung you do not eat yourself?

12129.9. MaMavi vi ya ya kakale le hahayayanunukiki.O.Old ld drdropoppipingngs s do do nonott
stink.stink.

13130.0. MbMbininu u huhufufuatata a mwmwenendodo.A .A dodoububle le jojoininteted d ararmm
follows the leg action.i.e Like father like son.follows the leg action.i.e Like father like son.

13131.1. MbMbio io za za sasakakafufuni ni huhuisishihia ua ukikingngononi.i.RuRunnnnining og onn
the roof finishes at the edge.the roof finishes at the edge.

113232.. MbMbiu iu zza ma mgagammbo bo ikikililia ia kkununa ja jamambobo.W.Whehen an ann
oxhorn of a news man is sounded,something isoxhorn of a news man is sounded,something is
wrong.wrong.

13133.3. McMchahagugua ja jemembe be si si mkmkululimima.a.OnOne we who ho seselelectcts hs hisis
hoe is not real farmer.hoe is not real farmer.

13134.4. McMchahagugua a nanazi zi huhupapata ta kokororomama.H.He e whwho o seselelectctss
coconut with great care ends up getting a badcoconut with great care ends up getting a bad
coconutcoconut

13135.5. McMchahakakachcho o ujujaoao,h,halalululenengwgwi i na na jijiwewe.Y.You ou dodontnt
throw stones at an approching craclin noise in thethrow stones at an approching craclin noise in the
bush wait and see what is it firstbush wait and see what is it first

113636.. McMchahamma aga ago hao hanynyeleli,i,huhuenenda ada akakauyuya paa papopo.A.A
traveller does not make a mess where he had madetraveller does not make a mess where he had made
a camp as he might ona camp as he might one day come back.e day come back.

13137.7. McMchehelelea a mwmwanana a kukulilia a huhulilia ya yeyeye.e..H.He we who ho fefeararssthe crying of a child,will cry himself.the crying of a child,will cry himself.
13138.8. McMchehele le momoja ja mamapipishshi mi menengigi. . RiRice ce is is alall ol one ne bubutt

they are many ways of cooking it.they are many ways of cooking it.
13139.9. McMcheheka ka kikilelema ma hahafi fi bibila la kkumumpapatata.H.He we who ho lalaugughshs

at a cripple will not die without becoming himself at a cripple will not die without becoming himself 
14140.0. McMcheheza za hahawi wi kikiwewetete,n,ngogoma ma yayatataka ka mamatatao.o.AA

dancer will not become crippled for dancing calls fordancer will not become crippled for dancing calls for
grace.grace.

114141.. McMchehezza ka kwawao ho hututuzuzwawa.H.He we who ho dadancnces es at at hohommee
will be rewarded.will be rewarded.

114242.. McMchehezza na na ta toope hpe humumrrukukiaia.H.He we who ho plplayays ws witithh

mud will get splashed.mud will get splashed.



  

14143.3. McMchehezezea za zururi ,i ,babaya ya huhumfmfikika.a.He He whwho o rirididicuculeless
the good will be overtaken by evil.the good will be overtaken by evil.

14144.4. McMchihimbmba a kikisisima ma huhungngia ia mwmwenenyeyewewe.H.He e whwho o didigsgs
a pit will fall into it himself.a pit will fall into it himself.

114545.. McMchohongnga ma mwiwiko ko huhukikimmbibiza za mmkkonono wo wakake.e.TThehe
maker of wooden spoons saves his hand from fire.maker of wooden spoons saves his hand from fire.

14146.6. McMchohovyvya a asasalali i hahachchovovi mi marara a momojaja.H.He e whwho o didipspshis finger into honey does not dip it once.his finger into honey does not dip it once.
114747.. McMchuhumma ja jananga ga huhula la na na wwakakwawao.o.HHe we who ho eaearrnsns

calamity,eats it with his family.calamity,eats it with his family.
14148.8. McMchuhumimia a jujuanani,i,huhula la kikivuvulilinini.H.He we who ho eaearnrns hs hisis

living in the sun,eats in the shade.living in the sun,eats in the shade.
14149.9. MdMdhahararau u bibiu,u,huhubibiukuka ya yeyeye.e.He He whwho o ririduducuculeles s aa

deformed person becomes deformed himself.deformed person becomes deformed himself.
115050.. MeMeno no ya ya mmbwbwa ha hayayauaummanani.i.ThThe te teeeetth oh of a df a dogog

do not lock together.i.e brothers do not harm onedo not lock together.i.e brothers do not harm one
another when they fight.another when they fight.

115151.. MfMfa ma majaji hi hukukamamatata ma majaji.i.A dA drrowownining ng mmanan

catches at the water.catches at the water.
15152.2. MfMficicha ha ucuchi hi hahazazai.i.OnOne e whwho ho hidides es prprivivatate e papartrtss

wont get a child.wont get a child.
115353.. MfMfininyayazzi hi hululia ia gagaeneni.i.A pA potottter er eaeats ts frfrom om aa

potsherd.potsherd.
15154.4. MfMfuauata ta nynyukuki hi hakakososi ai asasalili.O.One ne fofollllowows bs beeees ws wililll

never fail to get honey.never fail to get honey.
115555.. MfMfukukuzuzwa wa kwkwaao ho hanana pa pakakwewendnda.a.He He wwho ho isis

expled from home has no where to goexpled from home has no where to go
15156.6. MgMgaaaagagaa na na ua upwpwa ha halali wi walali mi mkakavuvu.A .A lalazy zy pepersrsonon

with a nephwe does not eat dry rice.with a nephwe does not eat dry rice.

15157.7. MgMgananga ga hahajijigagangnguiui.A .A wiwitctchdhdococtotor dr doeoes ns not ot cucurerehimself.himself.
15158.8. MgMgemema a akakisisififiwiwa a tetembmbo o huhulilititia a mamajiji.I.If f ththee

palmwine tapper is praised,he dilutes the palm-winepalmwine tapper is praised,he dilutes the palm-wine
with water.with water.

15159.9. MgMgeneni ni ni ki kukuku mu mweweupupe.e.A sA strtranangeger ir is ls likike a e a whwhititee
fowl (noticeble)fowl (noticeble)

16160.0. MgMgeneni ni njojoo mo mwewenynyejeji ai apoponene.L.Let et ththe ge gueuest st cocomeme
so that the host may benifit.so that the host may benifit.

16161.1. MgMgononjwjwa ha hauaulilizwzwi ui ujiji.A .A sisick ck pepersrson on is is nonot at askskeded
for porridje.for porridje.

16162.2. MiMiye ye nynyumumba ba ya ya ududonongo go ,s,sihihimimilili vi visishihindndo I o I am am aa

mud hut, I can not stand shocks.mud hut, I can not stand shocks.



  

116633.. MMjjiningga aa akkieierreevvukuka ma mwweerreevvu yu yuupopo
mashakani.When a fool becomes enlightened,themashakani.When a fool becomes enlightened,the
wise man is in trouble.wise man is in trouble.

116464.. MjMjumumbe be hhauauawawi.i.A mA mesessesengnger er is is nnot ot kikilllleded
16165.5. MkMkamamatatwa wa na na ngngozozi ni ndidiye ye mwmwizizi.i.ThThe oe one ne whwho io iss

caught with the skin is the thief.caught with the skin is the thief.

16166.6. MkMkamamia ia mamaji ji hahayayanynywiwi.H.He e whwho o fifixexes hs his is mimindndmuch on water ends up not drinkink itmuch on water ends up not drinkink it
16167.7. MkMkatata (a (mamasisikikinini) h) hanana ka kininyoyongngo.o.A pA poooor mr man an hahass

no contempt.no contempt.
16168.8. MkMke ne ni ni nguguo ,o ,mgmgomomba ba kkupupalalililiaia.A .A wiwife fe is is lilikeke

clothes and banana plant needs weeding.clothes and banana plant needs weeding.
16169.9. MkMkonono o momoja ja hahaucuchihinjnji i ngngomombebe.A .A sisingngle le hahandnd

can not slaughter a cow.can not slaughter a cow.
117070.. MkMkonono mo mojoja ha hauaulelei mi mwawanana.A .A sisingngle le hahand nd cacann

not nurse a child.not nurse a child.
17171.1. MkMkonono o mtmtupupu hu hauaulalambmbwiwi.A.An n ememptpty y hahand nd is is nonott

licked.licked.

17172.2. MkMkonono uo usisiowowezeza ka kuuuukakatata,u,ububususu.K.Kisiss ts the he hahandnd
you can not cut.you can not cut.

17173.3. MkMkososa a kikitotoweweo ho humumanangigiriria.a.OnOne e whwho ho has as lilittttlele
relish must eat sparingly.relish must eat sparingly.

117474.. MkMkukuki ki kwa wa ngngururuwuwe me mtatammu,u,kwkwa ma mwawananadadammuu
uchungu.Its nice throw a spear to a pig,but painfuluchungu.Its nice throw a spear to a pig,but painful
when thrown to you.when thrown to you.

17175.5. MkMkululimima na ni mi mmomoja ja wawalalaji ji ni ni wewengngi.i.ThThe fe fararmemer ir iss
one but those who eat fruits of his labour are many.one but those who eat fruits of his labour are many.

17176.6. MlMla ca cha ha mwmwenenziziwe we na na chchakake e huhuliliwawa.H.He we who ho eaeatsts
another mans food will have his own food eaten byanother mans food will have his own food eaten by

others.others.117777.. MlMla ca cha ha ucuchuhungngu nu na ta tamamu hu hakakososi.i.He He wwho ho eaeatsts
bitter things gets sweet things too.bitter things gets sweet things too.

17178.8. MlMla a kukuku ku wa wa mwmwenenziziwe we mimiguguu u huhumwmwelelekekeyeya.a.HeHe
who devours his neighbour's fowl,its foot prints willwho devours his neighbour's fowl,its foot prints will
give him away.give him away.

17179.9. MlMla a mbmbuzuzi hi hululipipa a ngngomombebe.T.The he eaeateter r of of a ga goaoatt
pays back a cow.pays back a cow.

18180.0. MlMla ma mla la leleo mo mla la jajana na kakala la nininini?T?The he rereal al eaeateter ir iss
todays eater not yesterdays.todays eater not yesterdays.

118181.. MlMla na nawawe he hafafi ni nawawe ie ila la mmzzalaliwiwa na nawawee.H.He we whoho
eats with you will not die with you except he who waseats with you will not die with you except he who was

born with you.born with you.



  

18182.2. MlMlenenga ga jijiwe we kukundndinini hi hajajui ui lilimpmpatatayaye.e.He He whwho wo whoho
flings a stone amid a crowd,does not know the it hits.flings a stone amid a crowd,does not know the it hits.

18183.3. MlMlimimbubua a ncnchi hi ni ni mwmwananananchchi.i.He He whwho o enenjojoys ys tthehe
first fruit of a country is son of that country.first fruit of a country is son of that country.

118844.. MMnnyyaammaa aa kkaaddumumbbuu..OOne ne wwhho ko keeeepsps
silent,endures.silent,endures.

118585.. mmnynywa wa mmajaji ki kwa wa mmkkonono mo mojojaa,K,Kiu iu yayakke i pe i paalelepale.He who drinks water with one hand finds out hispale.He who drinks water with one hand finds out his
thirst is still there.thirst is still there.

18186.6. MoMoja ja shshikika,a,si si kukumi mi nenendnda ua ururudidi.T.Takake e onone,e,nonott
that you may return with ten.that you may return with ten.

18187.7. MoMoto to hahauzuzai ai momototo.F.Firire de doeoes ns not ot bebegeget ft firire ie in tn thehe
end it begets ashes.end it begets ashes.

18188.8. MpMpananda da fafararasi si wawawiwili li huhupapasusuka ka msmsamambaba.O.Onene
who rides two horses at once will split asunder.who rides two horses at once will split asunder.

18189.9. MpMpananda da ovovyo yo huhula la ovovyoyo.H.He we who ho sosows ws didisosordrdererlyly
fashion will eat likewise.fashion will eat likewise.

19190.0. MpMpememba ba akakipipatata ga gogogo ho hananyiyii ci chihinini.I.If a f a nanatitive ve of of 

pemba can get a log he does not relive himself onpemba can get a log he does not relive himself on
the ground.ie nothing but the bestthe ground.ie nothing but the best

119191.. MpMpememba ba hahakikimmbibii mi mvuvua na ndodogogo.A .A nanatitive ve of of 
Pemba does not run away fro a small shower.Pemba does not run away fro a small shower.

119292.. MpMpigiga na ngugummi uki ukututa ha huuuummiziza ma mkkononowowe. e. HHe we whoho
fights with a wall will only hurt his hand.fights with a wall will only hurt his hand.

19193.3. MpMpofofukuka a ukukonongwgweneni,i,hahapopotetewi wi na na njnjiaia.H.He e whwhoo
becomes blind in his old age does not lose his way.becomes blind in his old age does not lose his way.

19194.4. MsMsafafiriri mi masasikikinini aji ajapapokokuwuwa sua sultltanani.i.A tA traravevellller er isis
poor,even though he being a ruler.poor,even though he being a ruler.

19195.5. MsMsasasi hi haoaogogopi pi mwmwibiba.a.A hA hununteter ir is s nonot t afafraraid id of of 

thorns.thorns.19196.6. MsMsemema pa pweweke ke hahakokosisi.O.One ne whwho to talalks ks to to hihimsmselelf f 
can not be wrong.Ie no one to correct him.can not be wrong.Ie no one to correct him.

19197.7. MsMshahale le kwkwenenda da msmsititununi hi hauaukukupopotetea.a.If If an an ararroroww
goes into a forest it is not lost.goes into a forest it is not lost.

19198.8. MsMshohoni ni hahachchagagui ui ngnguouo.A .A tataililor or dodoes es nonot st selelecectt
his cloth.his cloth.

119999.. MsMsititukukanane wae wagegemma na ua na ulelevi uvi ungngalalipipoo.D.Do noo nott
abuse palm-wine tappers while drunkness persists.abuse palm-wine tappers while drunkness persists.

20200.0. MsMsititukukanane we wakakununga ga na na uzuzazazi i unungagalilipopo.D.Do o nonott
abuse midwives while child-bearing continues.abuse midwives while child-bearing continues.

20201.1. MsMstatahihimimililivu vu huhula la mbmbivivu.u.A pA patatieient nt maman wn wilill el eatat

ripe fruits.ripe fruits.



  

220202.. MtMtakaka ca cha ha mmvuvungngununi si shhararti ti aiainanamme.e.HHe we whoho
requires what is under the bed must bend for it.requires what is under the bed must bend for it.

20203.3. MtMtakaka a nynyiningi gi nanasasaba ba huhupapata ta mwmwiningi gi msmsibiba.a.HeHe
who boasts of his ancestry unduly will bring plenty of who boasts of his ancestry unduly will bring plenty of 
trouble upon himself.trouble upon himself.

220404.. MtMtakaka ua undnda ha hananeneni.i.He He whwho do desesirires es tto mo makakee

something does not announce his intentions ,justsomething does not announce his intentions ,justturns them into actions.turns them into actions.
220505.. MtMtakaka ya yotote he hukukososa ya yotote.e.HHe we who ho dedesisireress

all,misses allall,misses all
20206.6. MtMtegegememea ea nunundndu hu haaaachchi ki kununonona.a.He He whwho lo likikes es toto

eat cows hump will not fail to grow fat.eat cows hump will not fail to grow fat.
20207.7. MtMtemembebezi zi huhula la mimiguguu yu yakake.e.An An aiaimlmlesess ws wanandederererr

wears away his legs.wears away his legs.
20208.8. mtmteueuzi zi hahashshi ti tamamaaaa.A .A coconnnnoioisssseueur nr nevever er cocomemess

to the end of desire.to the end of desire.
20209.9. MtMti hi hauauwewendndi ii ila la kkwa wa nynyenenzozo.A .A lolog cg can an nonot mt movovee

save by the help of rollers.save by the help of rollers.

21210.0. MtMtonondodoo o hahaufufi mi majaji.i.An An olold d maman n alalwaways ys kekeepepss
something in reserve.something in reserve.

21211.1. MtMtototo ao akikililililia wa wemembe be mpmpe.e.WhWhen en a ca chihild ld crcrieies fs foror
a razor give it him.i.e. Let him learn by experience.a razor give it him.i.e. Let him learn by experience.

21212.2. MtMtototo uo umlmleyeyavavyo yo ndndivivyo yo akakuauavyvyo.o.As As yoyou bu briringng
up a child ,so he will be.up a child ,so he will be.

21213.3. MtMtototo wo wa na nyoyoka ka ni ni nynyokoka.a.ThThe ce chihild ld of of a sa snanake ke isis
a snake.a snake.

21214.4. MtMtu hu hakakatatai ai mwmwitito,o,huhukakata ta aiaitwtwalalo.o.A peA persrson on dodoeses
not objects to being called, he objects to what he isnot objects to being called, he objects to what he is
called for.called for.

21215.5. MtMtu u huhujijikkununa a ajajipipatatiaiapopo.A .A pepersrson on scscraratctchehesshimself where his hand can reach.himself where his hand can reach.
21216.6. MtMtu u huhuululizizwa wa amamevevaaaani ni ,h,hauaulilizwzwi ai amemekukulalanini.A.A

person is asked about his dress not what he hasperson is asked about his dress not what he has
eaten.eaten.

221717.. MtMtumumai ai chcha na ndudugu gu huhufa fa mmasasikikininii.O.One ne whwhoo
always depends on his brother will die poor.always depends on his brother will die poor.

21218.8. MtMtumumi wi wa ka kununga ga hahaamambibiwi wi mamaanana.a.ThThe ce cararririer er of of 
a secret message is not told its meaning.a secret message is not told its meaning.

21219.9. MtMtumumikikie ie kakafifiri ri upupatate me mraradi di wawakoko.S.Sererve ve eveven en anan
unbeliever to attain your own ends.unbeliever to attain your own ends.

22220.0. MtMtupupa ja jonongogoo ho hututupupa na na ma mti ti wawakeke.I.If yf you ou ththrorow aw a

millipede you should throw away the stick you pickedmillipede you should throw away the stick you picked



  

it up withit up with
222121.. MuMumme we wa ma mamama na ni bi baababa.A .A huhusbsbanand od of a f a mmototheherr

is a fatheris a father
22222.2. MuMungngu u hahamfmficichi hi mnmnafafikiki.i.GoGod d dodoes es nonot t coconcncelelll

a(hypocrite) liar.a(hypocrite) liar.
22223.3. MvMvumumbibika ka chchananga ga huhula la mbmbovovu.u.OnOne e whwho o ststororeses

half grown fruit eats it rotten.half grown fruit eats it rotten.22224.4. MvMvunungu gu mkmkekeka.a.ThThe se spapace ce unundeder r ththe be bed ed is is lilikeke
a mat.a mat.

22225.5. MvMvununja ja ncnchi hi ni ni mwmwananananchchi.i.ThThe e dedeststroroyeyer r of of aa
country is a citizen of that country.country is a citizen of that country.

222626.. MvMvuvuvi aji ajuwuwa pa pwewezza aa alilipopo.A .A fifisshehemman kan knonowsws
where to look for an octopus.where to look for an octopus.

22227.7. MwMwacacha ha asasilili ni ni i mtmtumumwawa.H.He e whwho o rerenonoununceces s hihiss
ancestrey is like a slave.ancestrey is like a slave.

222828.. MwMwamamba ba na na wawakko ho hukukututumuma ua ummwawammbibiyeye.H.Hee
who spekes ill of someone close to you in yourwho spekes ill of someone close to you in your
presence sends you to tell him so.presence sends you to tell him so.

22229.9. MwMwamaminini i MuMungngu u si si mtmtovovu.u.He He whwho o trtrususts ts in in GoGodd
lacks nothing.lacks nothing.

223030.. MwMwanana ma mkakaididi hi hafafaiaidi mdi mpapaka ka sisiku ku yya ia ididi.A.Ann
obstinete child does not suffer save on the day of obstinete child does not suffer save on the day of 
festival.festival.

23231.1. MwMwanana a mamaji ji wa wa kwkwalale e kukufa fa mamaji ji mamazozowewea.a.To To aa
seamen of Kwale,death by water is commonseamen of Kwale,death by water is common
experience.experience.

223322.. MMwwaana na mmkkuuwwa na nawawe ne ni mi mwweennzziio ko kaammaa
wewe.The child who grows up with you is your fellow.wewe.The child who grows up with you is your fellow.

23233.3. MwMwanana wa wa a kukuku ku hahafufunznzwi wi kukuchchakakurura.a.A cA chihick ck isis

not taught how to scratch up the ground.not taught how to scratch up the ground.23234.4. MwMwanana sa simimba ba ni ni sisimbmba.a.ThThe ce chihild ld of of lilion on is is a la lioion.n.
23235.5. MwMwananga ga mpmpe me mtototo to kukulelea.a.GiGive ve a wa wizizarard a d a chchilildd

to bring up.to bring up.
223636.. MwMwanangagazza ma mbibili mli mojoja ha humumpoponynyokoka.a.He He wwho ho isis

after two things at the same time,one will surelyafter two things at the same time,one will surely
escape himescape him

23237.7. MwMwananzo zo kokokokochchi i mwmwisisho ho nanazizi.T.The he bebegiginining ng isis
bud the end is coconut.bud the end is coconut.

23238.8. MwMwananzo zo wa wa chchananzo zo ni ni chchanane me mbibilili.T.The he bebegigininingng
of a mat-making is two slips of raffia leaf.of a mat-making is two slips of raffia leaf.

223939.. MwMwananzzo wo wa na ngogomma na ni li lelele.e.ThThe be begegininining og of af a

dance is" lele" i.e.just one man singing hu lalaaaa.dance is" lele" i.e.just one man singing hu lalaaaa.



  

24240.0. MwMwapapiziza la la a njnje he hupupatata a la la ndndanani.i.OnOne we who ho cucursrseses
someone in public,brings it on himself in private.someone in public,brings it on himself in private.

224141.. MwMwekekajaji ki kisisasasi hi haaaammbibiwi mwi mwewererevvu.u.He He whwhoo
nurses vegeance is not called wise.nurses vegeance is not called wise.

224422.. MMwweenndda ba burure se si mi mkkaaa ba buurree,,hhueuennddaa
akaokota.One who walks with no reason is not likeakaokota.One who walks with no reason is not like

one who sits without reason,the one who walks mightone who sits without reason,the one who walks mightpick up something.pick up something.
24243.3. MwMwenenda da mbmbio io huhujijikwkwa ka kididolole.e.A A pepersrson on whwho io is is inn

too much of a hurry stubs his toe.too much of a hurry stubs his toe.
224444.. MwMwenenda tda tezezi ni na oma omo mo mararejejeo eo ngngamamanani.i.He He whwhoo

goes to the quarterdeck and forecastle will return togoes to the quarterdeck and forecastle will return to
the hold eventualy.the hold eventualy.

224545.. MwMwenenye ye kkelelelele he haana na nenenono.A .A nnoioisy sy pepersrson on isis
harmless.harmless.

224646.. MwMwenenye ye kkovovu uu ussididhahani ni kkapapowowa.a.OOne ne wwitith ah a
scar,do not think him healed.scar,do not think him healed.

24247.7. MwMwenenye ye kukubebebwbwa ha hujujikikazaza.a.He He whwho o is is cacarrrrieied od onn

the back must cling on.the back must cling on.
224848.. MwMwenenye ye kkucuchihinjnja ha hacachehelelei ki kucuchuhunna.a.HHe we whoho

slaughters a beast does not hesitate about skinning itslaughters a beast does not hesitate about skinning it
224949.. MwMwenenye ye kkuuuumwmwa a na na nynyokoka a akakioiona na jajanini

hushtuka.One who has been bitten by a snake,whenhushtuka.One who has been bitten by a snake,when
he sees grass he he gets afraid.i.e.Once bitten twicehe sees grass he he gets afraid.i.e.Once bitten twice
shy.shy.

225050.. MwMwenenye mye macacho hho haaaammbibiwi twi tazazamama.a.OnOne whe who hao hass
eyes is not told to look(he does it himself)eyes is not told to look(he does it himself)

225151.. MwMwenenye ye ngnguvuvu mu mpipishshe. e. LeLet a st a sttrorong ng mman an papassss
225252.. MwMwenenye ye njnjaa aa hahana na mmiiiikko. o. A A hhunungrgry my manan

observes no taboos.observes no taboos.25253.3. MwMwenenye ye pupupa pa hahadidiririki ki kukula la tatamumu. A . A hahaststy py perersosonn
misses the sweet things (because he cannot wait formisses the sweet things (because he cannot wait for
the fruit to ripen).the fruit to ripen).

25254.4. MwMwenenye ye shshibibe he hamamjujui mi mwewenynye ne njajaa. a. A A sasatitisfsfieiedd
person does not know the huperson does not know the hungry man. cf. He that isngry man. cf. He that is
warm thinks that all are so.warm thinks that all are so.

225555.. MwMwenenye ye shshokoka ha hakakososi ki kununi. i. He He wwho ho hahas as an an axexe
does not lack firewood.does not lack firewood.

25256.6. MwMwenenye ye tutumbmbo o ni ni tutumbmbolole, e, anangagafufungnga a mkmkajaja.a.
She who is pregnant, is pregnant-even though sheShe who is pregnant, is pregnant-even though she
wrap herself in an 'mkaja' (i.e you don't achievewrap herself in an 'mkaja' (i.e you don't achieve

something by merely pretending you have achievedsomething by merely pretending you have achieved



  

it.) (Mkaja is the cloth a woman wears round herit.) (Mkaja is the cloth a woman wears round her
stomach after giving birth).stomach after giving birth).

225757.. MwMwenenzzakako ao akikinynyololewewa wa weewe we titia ma majaji. i. WhWhenen
your Companion is being shaved, put water (on youryour Companion is being shaved, put water (on your
head). ('Be prepared-eg. when you see ahead). ('Be prepared-eg. when you see a
neighbouring country being invaded prepare to faceneighbouring country being invaded prepare to face

the same situation yourself) cf. When yourthe same situation yourself) cf. When yourneighbour's house is on fire, take care of your own.neighbour's house is on fire, take care of your own.
225858.. MwMwibibajaji ni na wa watatwawanana, m, mlilifi fi nni mi mwuwungngwwanana. a. AA

thief is a rogue but the one who repays is athief is a rogue but the one who repays is a
gentlemangentleman

225959.. MwMwilili wi wa ma mwewenznzio io ni ni kakandndo yo ya ma mwiwililio. o. YoYourur
companion's body is beside (i.e. not a part of) yourcompanion's body is beside (i.e. not a part of) your
body.body.

26260.0. MwMwizizi hi husushihikwkwa a na na mmwiwizi zi mwmwenenziziwewe. . A tA thihief ef isis
caught by his fellow thief. cf. Set a thief to catch acaught by his fellow thief. cf. Set a thief to catch a
thief.thief.

226161.. MwMwomomba ba chchumumvi vi huhuomombebea ca chuhungngucuchehe. H. He we whoho

asks for salt does so for his own cooking potasks for salt does so for his own cooking pot
26262.2. MwMwososha ha hahadhdhururu u mamaititi. i. ThThe e wawashsher er of of cocorprpsesess

does no harm to the dead.does no harm to the dead.
26263.3. MwMwososha ha huhuososhwhwa.a.ThThe ce cororpspse-e-wawashsher er is is wawashsheded

(in his turn). Cf. Tit for tat.(in his turn). Cf. Tit for tat.
26264.4. MwMwososha ha huhusisititiri ri mamaititi.i.ThThe we wasasheher cr cononcecealals ts thehe

corpse (i.e gives nothing away).corpse (i.e gives nothing away).
26265.5. MzMzahaha,a,mzmzahaha, a, huhututumbmbukuka a ususahaha. a. JoJokeke, , jojokeke,,

discharges pus (i.e. do not dismiss even a smalldischarges pus (i.e. do not dismiss even a small
scratch as if it were only a joke-it may go bad) cf. Ascratch as if it were only a joke-it may go bad) cf. A
stitch in time saves nine.stitch in time saves nine.

26266.6. MzMzazazi hi haaaachchi ui ujujusisi. O. One ne whwho o gigiveves s bibirtrth ch canannonottavoid (ritual) defilementavoid (ritual) defilement
226767.. MzMzigigo Wo Wa ma mwewenznzio io nni ki kananda da Ia Ia ususufufi. i. YYouourr

companion's burden is (no more than) a load of companion's burden is (no more than) a load of 
kapok (to you). cf. The burden is light on the shoulderkapok (to you). cf. The burden is light on the shoulder
of another.of another.

226868.. MzMzikika pa pemembe be ndndiyiye me mzzua ua pepemmbebe.T.The he onone we whoho
buries ivory is the one to dig it upburies ivory is the one to dig it up

26269.9. MzMzowowea ea kukutwtwaaaa, k, kututoa oa ni ni vivitata. (. (FoFor hr himim) w) who ho isis
accustomed to taking giving away is a battle.accustomed to taking giving away is a battle.

27270.0. MzMzowowea ea kukunynyonongaga, , kukuchchininja ja hahawewezizi. . He He whwho o isis
used to strangle, cannot slaughter.used to strangle, cannot slaughter.

227171.. MzMzunungu gu Wa Wa kukula la hahafufundndisishhwi wi mmwawanana. T. Thehe



  

process of eating is not taught to a child.process of eating is not taught to a child.
227272.. NaNahohodhdha wa wenengigi, c, chohommbo bo huhuenenda da mmrarammaa. T. Toooo

many captains (and) the ship rolls. cf. Too manymany captains (and) the ship rolls. cf. Too many
cooks spoil the broth.cooks spoil the broth.

27273.3. NaNatutuonone ne ndidipo po twtwamambebe, k, kususikikia ia Si Si kukuonona. a. LeLet ut uss
see then tell; hearing is not seeing cf. Seeing issee then tell; hearing is not seeing cf. Seeing is

believing.believing.27274.4. NaNazi zi mbmbovovu hu hararababu yu ya a nznzimima. a. A rA rototteten cn cococononutut
in a heap spoils the wholesome ones. cf. A rottenin a heap spoils the wholesome ones. cf. A rotten
apple spoils its neighbours. cf. A sickly sheep infectsapple spoils its neighbours. cf. A sickly sheep infects
the whole flock.the whole flock.

27275.5. NdNdegege me mjajanjnja ha hununasaswa wa na na tutundndu bu bovovu, u, An An arartftfulul
bird can be trapped in a rotten cage.bird can be trapped in a rotten cage.

227676.. NdNdegege me mwiwigo go hahana na mmazazowoweaea. A . A bibird rd ththatat
imitates others does not get used to a place.imitates others does not get used to a place.

227777.. NdNdugugu cu chuhungnguu, j, jiriranani mi mkukungngu. u. (A(Altlt. N. Ndudugugu
kitu.... .) A brother is (as useful as) a cooking pot, andkitu.... .) A brother is (as useful as) a cooking pot, and
a neighbour is (as useful as) a cooking pot lid.a neighbour is (as useful as) a cooking pot lid.

27278.8. NdNdugugu mu mwuwui ai afafadhdhalali ki kuwuwa na nayaye. e. A A babad bd broroththerer
is far better than no brother. cf. Blood is thicker thanis far better than no brother. cf. Blood is thicker than
water.water.

27279.9. NdNdugugu u wawakikigogombmbanana, a, chchukukua ua jejembmbe e ukukalalimime,e,
wakipatana chukua kikapu ukavune.When brotherswakipatana chukua kikapu ukavune.When brothers
quarrel, take a hoe and go and dig; and when theyquarrel, take a hoe and go and dig; and when they
make it up, take a basket and pmake it up, take a basket and patter the crop (i.e.atter the crop (i.e.
never interfere with a dispute between brothersnever interfere with a dispute between brothers
except to fly and settle it amicably).except to fly and settle it amicably).

228080.. NgNgojoja! a! ngngojoja? a? huhuumumiziza ma matatumumbobo. W. Waiait at a
minute! wait a minute! harms the stomachminute! wait a minute! harms the stomach

228181.. NgNgomoma iva ivumumayayo ho haiaidudummu. u. A nA noioisy sy drdrumummminingg
does not last long.does not last long.

28282.2. NgNgomoma ia ivuvumamayo yo hahaikikawawii ii kukupapasusukaka. A . A drdrum um ththatat
is sounded loudly will soon split cf. A pitcher thatis sounded loudly will soon split cf. A pitcher that
often goes to the well, is broken at last.often goes to the well, is broken at last.

28283.3. NgNgozozi ii ivuvute te ilili mi majaji.i.StStreretctch hh hidide we whihile le it it is is ststililll
green. cf. Strike while the iron is hot.green. cf. Strike while the iron is hot.

228484.. NiNia na njejemma na ni ti tababibibu, u, ninia ma mbabayya ha huhuhararibibu. u. AA
good purpose is like a doctor (it heals or keeps yougood purpose is like a doctor (it heals or keeps you
well) and evil purpose corrupts.well) and evil purpose corrupts.

28285.5. NiNifafae e na na mvmvua ua ninikukufafae e na na jujua. a. Do Do me me a a fafavovourur
during a rainy season and I shall do the same to youduring a rainy season and I shall do the same to you
during the dry season.during the dry season.



  

28286.6. NiNimemekukula la asasalali ui udodogogonini, u, utatamu mu unungagali li gegegogonini. I. I
ate honey in my childhood, and its sweetness is stillate honey in my childhood, and its sweetness is still
in my tooth.in my tooth.

28287.7. NiNimemekukupapaka ka wawanjnja, a, wewewe we wawaninipapaka ka pipililipipilili. . II
have anointed you with kohl, do you, in return, anointhave anointed you with kohl, do you, in return, anoint
me with pepper?me with pepper?

28288.8. NjNjia ia ya ya mwmwonongo go fufupipi.T.The he waway oy of a f a liliar ar is is shshorortt(i.e. he soon comes to grief).(i.e. he soon comes to grief).
28289.9. NjNjia ia ya ya sisiku ku zozote te hahainina aa alalamama. A . A reregugulalar r papathth

has no signpost. cf. A used key is always bright.has no signpost. cf. A used key is always bright.
29290.0. NgNg'o'ombmbe ae avuvunjnjikikapapo go guu uu huhurerejejea a zizizizinini. W. Whehen an a

bull gets his leg broken, he is sure to go back to hisbull gets his leg broken, he is sure to go back to his
yard.yard.

229191.. NgNg'o'ommbe be hahaelelememewewi ni na na nununduduyeye. A . A cocow iw is ns notot
oppressed by its own hump.oppressed by its own hump.

29292.2. NtNta Sa Si ai asasalili; n; nalalikikuwuwa na nazazo So Si ui uchchunungaga. W. Wax ax isis
not honey; 'I had them' (i.e. cattle) is not herding.not honey; 'I had them' (i.e. cattle) is not herding.

29293.3. NyNyanani hi haoaoni ni kukundndulule, e, huhulilionona la la ma mwewenznziwiwe. e. ThThee

ape does not see his own backside, he Sees hisape does not see his own backside, he Sees his
companion's.companion's.

229494.. NyNyimimbo bo ya ya kkufufununzzwa wa hahaikikeseshi hi ngngomoma. a. SoSongngss
learnt from outside sources (foreign importations) arelearnt from outside sources (foreign importations) are
not used at a dance so long.not used at a dance so long.

29295.5. NyNyumumba ba ususiyiyololalala a ndndanani i huhuijijui ui ilila ya yakake. e. YoYouu
cannot know the defects of a house you have notcannot know the defects of a house you have not
slept in. Cf. It islept in. Cf. It is the wearer who knows where thes the wearer who knows where the
shoe pinches.shoe pinches.

229696.. NyNyumumba ba ya ya ududoongngo ho haiaihihimmilili vi visishihindndoo. A m. A mudud
hut cannot withstand great shocks.hut cannot withstand great shocks.

29297.7. NzNzi ki kufufa a jujuu yu ya ka kididononda da Si Si hahararamumu. . FoFor a r a flfly y toto
die on an ulcer is not bad (after all, he got what hedie on an ulcer is not bad (after all, he got what he
wanted).wanted).

229898.. PaPababaya ya papakko So Si pi pemema pa pa ma mwewenznzakako. o. YoYour ur owownn
bad place is far better (so far as you are concerned)bad place is far better (so far as you are concerned)
than your companion's place (which will do you nothan your companion's place (which will do you no
good).good).

229999.. PaPadodogo go papakko So Si pi pakakububwa wa pa pa mmwewenznzakako. o. YoYourur
own small place is not like a big place of yourown small place is not like a big place of your
companion. cf. A poor thing but mine own.companion. cf. A poor thing but mine own.

30300.0. PaPaininamamapapo o ndndipipo o papaininukukapapo. o. WhWherere e it it slslopopeses
down is where it slopes up.down is where it slopes up.

30301.1. PaPaka ka akakioiondndokoka, a, papanynya a huhutatawawalala. w. whehen n ththe ce catat



  

goes away, mice reign. cf. When the cat's away, thegoes away, mice reign. cf. When the cat's away, the
mice do play.mice do play.

30302.2. PaPaka ka hahakukubabali li kukulalala la chchalali. i. A A cacat t cacan nn nevever er hehe
made to lie on its back.made to lie on its back.

330303.. PaPakka wa wa na nyuyummba ba hahainingwgwa. a. A cA cat at bebellonongiging ng ttoo
the house is not chased away.the house is not chased away.

30304.4. PaPananapo po wewengngi hi hapapahahararibibikiki i nenenono. . WhWherere e ththerereeare many, nothing goes wrong. (A council of manyare many, nothing goes wrong. (A council of many
people ensures that things are kept on the rightpeople ensures that things are kept on the right
tines.) cf. Many hands make light work.tines.) cf. Many hands make light work.

330505.. PaPapo kpo kwa wa papapo po kkamamba hba hukukatata jia jiwewe. C. Cononststaantnt
rubbing of a rope will cut a stone. cf. Constantrubbing of a rope will cut a stone. cf. Constant
dripping wears away a stone.dripping wears away a stone.

30306.6. PePele le huhupepewa wa msmsi ki kucuchaha. S. Scacabibics cs arare e gigiveven n toto
him who has no fingernails (i.e. who cannot scratchhim who has no fingernails (i.e. who cannot scratch
himself).himself).

330707.. PePemma ua usisijajapo po pepemma; a; ukukipipemema Sa Si pi pemema ta tenena. a. AA
good place you don't go to is a good place: if you gogood place you don't go to is a good place: if you go

too often, it isn't a good place any longer. cf.too often, it isn't a good place any longer. cf.
Familiarity brings contempt; or, Outstay one'sFamiliarity brings contempt; or, Outstay one's
welcome.welcome.

330808.. PePenynye ke kukuku wu wenenggi hai hapapammwawagwgwi mi mtatamma. a. WhWhereree
there are many fowls, millet is not scattered (i.e. it isthere are many fowls, millet is not scattered (i.e. it is
not advisable to disclose a secret in the presence of anot advisable to disclose a secret in the presence of a
number of people).number of people).

30309.9. PePenynye e mamafufundndi, i, hahapapakokosi si wawananafufunznzi. i. WhWhereree
there are experts there will be no lack ot learners.there are experts there will be no lack ot learners.

31310.0. PePenynye e mbmbayaya a wawakoko, , hahapapakokosi si mwmwemema a wawakoko/n/naa
mwema wako hakosi. Where you have an enemy,mwema wako hakosi. Where you have an enemy,

you will also surely arid a friend.you will also surely arid a friend.
31311.1. PePenynye me mititi hi hakakununa a wawajejenznzi. i. WhWherere e ththerere e araree

plenty of trees there are no builders.plenty of trees there are no builders.
31312.2. PePenynye ne nia ia ipipo no njijia. a. WhWherere te theherere's 's a wa wilill tl theherere's 's aa

way.way.
331313.. PePenynye ue ureremmbo bo ndndipipo po penenye ye ururimimbobo. W. Wheherere

there is finery, there lies the snare (Lit: birdlime).there is finery, there lies the snare (Lit: birdlime).
31314.4. PePenynye we wazazee ee hahalilihahariribibiki ki nenenono. W. Whehere re ththerere ae arere

old people, nothing goes wrong.old people, nothing goes wrong.
331515.. PePenynye we wenengi gi papana na mmenengigi. W. Whehere re ththerere ae arere

many (present) there is much (said).many (present) there is much (said).
331616.. PePenynye we wenengi gi papana na MMunungugu. W. Whehere re ththeere re araree

many people, there God ismany people, there God is



  

31317.7. PiPililipipili li ususozozilila za zakakuwuwasashihianani? i? HoHow cw can an yoyou bu bee
burnt by chilies which you have not eaten?burnt by chilies which you have not eaten?

31318.8. PoPofu fu hahasasahahau u mkmkonongogoja ja wawakeke. . A A blblinind d pepersrsonon
does not forget his walking stick.does not forget his walking stick.

31319.9. PwPwagagu u huhupapata ta pwpwagaguzuzi. i. A A ththieief f fifindnds s ananototheherr
one (who is a bigger and better thief than he is). Cf.one (who is a bigger and better thief than he is). Cf.

When Greek meets Greek.When Greek meets Greek.32320.0. RaRadhdhi ni ni bi borora ka kululikiko mo malali Bi Blelessssinings gs arare be betetteterr
than wealth,than wealth,

32321.1. SaSahahani ni ililiyiyofofununikikwawa, k, kililicichohomo mo kikimemesisititiririkaka..
When a plate is covered, its contents are hidden.When a plate is covered, its contents are hidden.

32322.2. SaSamamaki ki mmmmojoja a akakioiozaza, h, huouoza za wowotete. I. If of one ne fifishsh
rots, they all rot. cf. A rotten apple rots, they all rot. cf. A rotten apple spoils itsspoils its
neighbours. A sickly sheep infects the whole flock.neighbours. A sickly sheep infects the whole flock.

32323.3. ShShikika! a! ShShikika! a! na na mwmwenenyeyewe we nynyumuma. a. HoHold ld hihim!m!
Hold him! and you yourself after him (i.e. youHold him! and you yourself after him (i.e. you
shouldn't expect others to do all the work).shouldn't expect others to do all the work).

32324.4. ShShimimo Io Ia ua ulilimi mi mkmkonono ho hauaufufutitikiki. A . A pipit ot of (f (dudug bg by)y)

the tongue cannot be covered up by the hand (wordsthe tongue cannot be covered up by the hand (words
are more dangerous). Cf. The pen is mightier thanare more dangerous). Cf. The pen is mightier than
the sword.the sword.

32325.5. ShShokoka la lisisililo mo mpipini ni hahalilichchananji ji kukunini. A. An an axe xe wiwith th ririoo
handle does not split firewood.handle does not split firewood.

332626.. Si Si kikila la mmwewennye ye mmakakucucha ha huhuwa wa ssimimbaba. N. Not ot alalll
that have claws are lions. cf All that glitters is notthat have claws are lions. cf All that glitters is not
gold.gold.

32327.7. SiSikikio ho halalililalali ni na na njajaa. a. An An eaear dr dotots ns not ot go go to to bebedd
hungry (there's always plenty of gossip).hungry (there's always plenty of gossip).

32328.8. SiSikikio hao halilipwpwanani kii kichchwawa. Al. Alt: t: SiSikikio hao halilipipiti kti kicichwhwa.a.

 The ear does not surpass the head. The ear does not surpass the head.
32329.9. SiSikikio Io Ia ka kufufa ha halalisisikikii ii dadawawa. A . A dydyining eg ear ar dodoes es nonott

feel the medicine.feel the medicine.
333030.. SiSiku ku njnjemema ha huouonenekakana na asasububuhuhi. i. A gA goood od dadayy

becomes evident in the morning.becomes evident in the morning.
333131.. SiSiku ku ututakakayayokokwewendnda ua ucchihi, n, ndidiyyo so sikikuu

utakayokutana na mkweo. The day you go naked, isutakayokutana na mkweo. The day you go naked, is
the day you will meet your father/mother.in-law.the day you will meet your father/mother.in-law.

33332.2. SiSimbmba a mwmwenenda da kikimymya(a(popolele) ) ndndiyiye e mlmla a nynyamama.a.
 The lion which moves silently is the one that eats The lion which moves silently is the one that eats
meat.meat.

33333.3. SiSimbmbikiko ho haiaisisimbmbukuki ii ila la kwkwa ma msusukokosusukoko. A . A ththiningg
that is firmly fixed cannot be dislodged except withthat is firmly fixed cannot be dislodged except with



  

much trouble.much trouble.
33334.4. SiSitatafufuga ga ndndwewele le na na wawagagangnga ta telele. e. I I shshalall l nonott

suffer illness while doctors abound.suffer illness while doctors abound.
33335.5. SuSubibira ra ni ni ufufununguguo Wo Wa fa fararajaja. a. PaPatitienence ce is is ththe ke keyey

to tranquility.to tranquility.
333636.. SuSubibira yra yavavututa hea herri, hi, hululeteta ka kililicicho mho mbabalili..

Patience attracts happiness; it brings near that whichPatience attracts happiness; it brings near that whichis far.is far.
33337.7. SuSumu mu ya ya neneno no ni ni nenenono. . ThThe pe poioisoson fn for or a wa worord id iss

a word. cf. Tit for tat.a word. cf. Tit for tat.
33338.8. TaTamamaa ma mbebelele, m, mauauti ti nynyumuma. a. DeDesisire re fifirsrst, t, dedeatathh

afterwards, (i.e. 'No one ever thinks of the possibIlityafterwards, (i.e. 'No one ever thinks of the possibIlity
of death when concentrating on achieving aof death when concentrating on achieving a
particular end).particular end).

33339.9. TaTararatitibu bu ndndiyiyo o mwmwenendodo. S. Slolowlwly y is is inindedeed ed ththee
way to walk. Cf. He that goes slowly goes surely, or,way to walk. Cf. He that goes slowly goes surely, or,
Hasten slowly. or, Slow but sure.Hasten slowly. or, Slow but sure.

334040.. TeTekke Ie Ia ka kukuku hu halalimimwuwummizizi mi mwawananawe we A hA henen's's

kick does not hurt her chick.kick does not hurt her chick.
34341.1. ToTongnga a si si tutuwi wi ThThe je juiuice ce of of an an ImImmamatuture re cocococonunutt

Is not like the real coconut juice.Is not like the real coconut juice.
334242.. UcUcheheshshi wi wa ma mttototo no ni ai angnga Ia Ia na nyuyummbaba. T. Thehe

laughter of a child lights up the house.laughter of a child lights up the house.
34343.3. UcUchuhungngu wu wa a mwmwanana, a, auaujujua ma mzazazizi. T. The he IaIabobour ur of of 

childbirth is known to the mother.childbirth is known to the mother.
34344.4. UdUdonongo go uwuwahahi ui ungngalali mi majaji Wi Worork tk the he clclay ay whwhilile ie itt

is still wet Cf. Strike while the iron is hotis still wet Cf. Strike while the iron is hot
334545.. UdUdugugu u wa wa nanazzi hi hukukututananiia ca chuhungngununi Ti Thehe

brotherhood of coconuts is a meeting in the cook- inbrotherhood of coconuts is a meeting in the cook- in

pot (said of people who do not cooperate until it ispot (said of people who do not cooperate until it is
too late).too late).

34346.6. UkUkenenda da kwkwa a wewenynye ce chohongngo, o, vuvunjnja a lalako ko jijichcho.o.
When you go among one-eyed people, put out yourWhen you go among one-eyed people, put out your
own eye. Cf. Where ignorance is bliss, it is folly to beown eye. Cf. Where ignorance is bliss, it is folly to be
wise, or, When in Rome, do as wise, or, When in Rome, do as the Romans do (?).the Romans do (?).

334747.. UkUkioiona na kkwawako ko kukunanaunungugua ka kwwa ma mwewenznzakakoo
kunateketea. If you find your own house is on fire,kunateketea. If you find your own house is on fire,
you may be sure that your neighbour's house isyou may be sure that your neighbour's house is
burning much more fiercely.burning much more fiercely.

34348.8. UkUkioiona na nenenono, u, usisipoposesema ma nenenono, , huhutatapapatitikakana na nana
neno. If you see something and say nothing, you willneno. If you see something and say nothing, you will
have nothing to suffer for. Cf. Mind your ownhave nothing to suffer for. Cf. Mind your own



  

business, or, Hear all, see all, say nothing.business, or, Hear all, see all, say nothing.
34349.9. UkUkioiona na vivinanaeleleaea, v, vimimeueundndwawa. I. If yf you ou sesee ve vesesseselsls

afloat, remember that they have had to be built.afloat, remember that they have had to be built.
35350.0. UkUkioiona na zizindndununa, a, amambabari ri ikiko no nyuyumama. I. If yf you ou seseee

amber, ambergis is (not far) behind, (i.e. Where thereamber, ambergis is (not far) behind, (i.e. Where there
is a jealous husband, there will be jealous wife).is a jealous husband, there will be jealous wife).

(Sauce for the goose . . .?)(Sauce for the goose . . .?)335151.. UkUkipipewewa sa shihibibiri ri ususicichuhukukue pe pimima. a. If If yyou ou araree
offered a span, do not take a couple of yards. Cf.offered a span, do not take a couple of yards. Cf.
Give him an inch and he will take an ell.Give him an inch and he will take an ell.

35352.2. UkUkupupigigao ao ndndio io ukukufufununzazao. o. WhWhat at bebeatats ys you ou isis
what teaches you. Cf. Spare the rod and spoil thewhat teaches you. Cf. Spare the rod and spoil the
child.child.

35353.3. UkUkisistataajajababu yu ya Ma Musussa sa ututaoaona na ya ya FiFiraraununi. i. If If yoyouu
are astonished at Moses' deeds, you will be moreare astonished at Moses' deeds, you will be more
astonished at Pharaoh's. Not-Moses declared himself astonished at Pharaoh's. Not-Moses declared himself 
to he a prophet, but Pharaoh declared himself to beto he a prophet, but Pharaoh declared himself to be
God.God.

35354.4. UkUkititajaja na nyoyokaka, s, shihika ka fifimbmbo mo mkokonononini. W. Whehen yn youou
mention a snake, have a stick ready in your hand.mention a snake, have a stick ready in your hand.

 Talk of the devil, and you'll hear the rustle of his Talk of the devil, and you'll hear the rustle of his
wings.wings.

35355.5. . U. Ukikitataka ka kukula la ngngururuwuwe, e, chchagagua ua alaliyiyeneno,o,nana. I. If f 
you want to eat pig, choose one which is fat. Cf. Asyou want to eat pig, choose one which is fat. Cf. As
well be hanged for a sheep as a lamb. (Muslims arewell be hanged for a sheep as a lamb. (Muslims are
forbidden pork).forbidden pork).

35356.6. UkUkititakaka a uzuzururi i shshararti ti ududhuhuririkeke. . If If yoyou wu wanantt
beauty, you must (first) be injuredbeauty, you must (first) be injured

335757.. UkUkuuuukkuu uu wa wa kakammba ba Si Si upupya ya wa wa ukukamambabaa. a. AA

well-worn coir-rope is better than a new rope madewell-worn coir-rope is better than a new rope made
from raffia.from raffia.

35358.8. UlUlimimi hi hauauna na mfmfupupa. a. A tA tonongugue he has as no no bobone ne (i(i.e.e. i. itt
can get round anything, both literally andcan get round anything, both literally and
metaphorically).metaphorically).

35359.9. UlUlimimi i ununauauma ma kukuliliko ko memenono. . ThThe e totongngue ue huhurtrtss
more than the teeth.more than the teeth.

36360.0. UlUlipipenendadalo lo huhupapatiti, h, hupupatata ua ujajaliliwawalolo. Y. You ou wiwill nll notot
necessarily get what you desire, you will get what isnecessarily get what you desire, you will get what is
appointed you (by God). Cf. Man proposes, Godappointed you (by God). Cf. Man proposes, God
disposes.disposes.

36361.1. UlUlivivyoyoliligegema ma ututalalininywywa. a. As As yoyou tu tapappeped id it (t (papalmlm--
wine) you will (have to) drink. Cf. As you sow, so shallwine) you will (have to) drink. Cf. As you sow, so shall



  

you reap, or, You have made your bed and now youyou reap, or, You have made your bed and now you
must lie on it.must lie on it.

36362.2. UmUmejejigigeueuza za pwpwezeza, a, ununajajipipalalia ia mamakakaa? a? HaHave ve yoyouu
changed into a cuttle-fish, (that) you heap livechanged into a cuttle-fish, (that) you heap live
embers on yourself?embers on yourself?

36363.3. UmUmekekuwuwa ba batata aa akikili li kwkwa wa watatototo? o? ArAre ye you ou a da ducuckk

(that) your mind is with your children?(that) your mind is with your children?36364.4. UmUmekekuwuwa ja jeteta ha hububanandudukiki? A? Are re yoyou a u a JeJetata, (, (ththatat))
you do not move?you do not move?

36365.5. UmUmekekuwuwa a ngnguvuva, a, huhuhihimimili li kikishshinindodo? A? Are re yoyou u aa
dugong, (that) you cannot bear a wound?dugong, (that) you cannot bear a wound?

336666.. UnUnamamlalaumumu mu mwewewewe, k, kipipananga ga yuyuweweshsha ka kukuku.u.
 You are blaming the hawk, (while) the falcon is killing You are blaming the hawk, (while) the falcon is killing
the chickens.the chickens.

36367.7. UnUngagalilijujua aa alalachcho no nyuyukiki, u, usisingngalalioionjnja aa asasalili. H. Hadad
you known what bees eat, you would not have tastedyou known what bees eat, you would not have tasted
the honey.the honey.

36368.8. UsUshihikwkwapapo o shshikikamamanana. a. WhWhen en yoyou u arare e seseizizeded,,

hold on yourself.hold on yourself.
36369.9. UsUsiaiachche ke kununananua ua kwkwa a kukutetegaga. . Do Do nonot t neneglglecectt

the undoing (of a trap that has caught) for the settingthe undoing (of a trap that has caught) for the setting
(of others). cf. A bird in the hand is worth two in the(of others). cf. A bird in the hand is worth two in the
bush.bush.

37370.0. UsUsiaiachche me mbabachchao ao kkwa wa msmsalala a upupititaoao. N. Nevever er gigiveve
up your own old mat for a better prayer mat whichup your own old mat for a better prayer mat which
you see passing.you see passing.

37371.1. UsUsicicheheze ze na na sisimbmba, a, ukukamamtitia a mkmkonono o kikinynywawanini..
When you play with a lion, do not put your hand in itsWhen you play with a lion, do not put your hand in its
mouth (that would be going too far!).mouth (that would be going too far!).

37372.2. UsUsigigomombe be na na mkmkwewezizi, n, nazazi i imimeleliwiwa a na na mwmwezezi.i.
Don't quarrel with the coconut-palm climber: theDon't quarrel with the coconut-palm climber: the
coconut has been eaten by the moon.coconut has been eaten by the moon.

37373.3. UsUsijijififananye ye kukukku mu mweweupupe. e. Do Do nonot pt preretetend nd to to be be aa
white fowl (you're only an ordinary chap).white fowl (you're only an ordinary chap).

337474.. UsUsikikaaaangnge me mbubuyu yu ukukawawaaaacchihia wa wenenye ye mmenenoo
watafune. Do not roast baobab kernels and leavewatafune. Do not roast baobab kernels and leave
those who have teeth chewing (them). Don't startthose who have teeth chewing (them). Don't start
quarrels among other people (bv telling tales).quarrels among other people (bv telling tales).

37375.5. UsUsilile ne na a kikipopofu fu ukukamamgugusa sa rnrnkokonono. W. Whehen yn you ou araree
eating with a blind man, do not touch his hand. (to doeating with a blind man, do not touch his hand. (to do
so will lead him to suspect that either the food isso will lead him to suspect that either the food is
finished or you are trying to play a trick on him. Infinished or you are trying to play a trick on him. In



  

other words, with a simple person you must be veryother words, with a simple person you must be very
careful lest you might do something to make himcareful lest you might do something to make him
suspicious of you)suspicious of you)

37376.6. UsUsimimwawamsmshe he alaliyiyelelalala a ututalalalala a wewewewe. . Do Do nonott
wake one who is sleeping; you will fall asleepwake one who is sleeping; you will fall asleep
yourself.yourself.

337777.. UsUsininivivisishe he kikilelemmba ba chcha ua ukkokokaa. D. Do no not ot puput at agrass turban on my head, (i.e. do not flatter me).grass turban on my head, (i.e. do not flatter me).
37378.8. UsUsipipozozibiba ua ufa fa ututajajenenga ga ukukututa. a. If If yoyou du do no not ot fifillll

up a crack, you will have to build a wall. cf. A stitch inup a crack, you will have to build a wall. cf. A stitch in
time saves ninetime saves nine

37379.9. UsUsisisafafiririyiye ne na na nyoyota ta ya ya mwmwenenzizio. o. DoDon'n't tt traravevell
under another's lucky star (i.e. do not rely onunder another's lucky star (i.e. do not rely on
someone else's good fortune).someone else's good fortune).

38380.0. UsUsisisahahau au ububahahararia ia kwkwa sa sababababu yu ya ua unanahohodhdha. a. DoDo
not forget what it is to be a sailor because of being anot forget what it is to be a sailor because of being a
captain yourself.captain yourself.

38381.1. UsUsisishihindndanane ne na Ka Karari; i; KaKari ri ni ni mjmja wa wa a MuMungngu. u. DoDo

not compete with Kari, Kari comes from God.not compete with Kari, Kari comes from God.
38382.2. UsUsititukukanane we wagagemema na na ua ulelevi vi unungagalilipopo. S. Spepeak ak nono

ill of palm-wine tappers as long as drinking persistsill of palm-wine tappers as long as drinking persists
38383.3. UsUsititukukanane we wakakununga ga na na uzuzazazi 'i 'unungagalilipopo. S. Spepeak ak nono

ill of midwives while childbirth still continues.ill of midwives while childbirth still continues.
338484.. UsUsiyiyavavukuke me majaji usi usiyiyowowezeza ka kuyuyaoaogaga. D. Do no notot

cross water that is too deep for wading.cross water that is too deep for wading.


