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1Readthetext. 

2Trytomatchthewordstotheirmeanings. 

1. groundhog a.someonewhomovestoanothercountrytolivetherepermanently 

2. event b.someonewholivesinaparticularplace 

3. celebrate c. somethingimportantorinterestingthat happens 

4. resident d.astatementaboutwhatwillhappeninthefuture 

5. den e.somethingthatisdonebypeopleinaparticularsociety 

6. base(something)on f.thehomeofsomeanimals 

7. custom g.doinganexcitingactivitytoshowthatadayisimportant 

8. immigrants h.usingathing(oridea)todevelopanewthing(oridea) 

9. forecast i.asmallNorthAmericananimalwiththickbrownfur 
 
 

 
3Answerthequestions usingcompletesentences. 

1. WhydoresidentsofPunxsutawneycalltheircity“TheWeatherCapitaloftheWorld”? 

 

2. WhathappensifPunxsutawneyPhilseeshisshadow? 

 

3. WhichGermancustomisGroundhogDaybased on? 

 

4. WhydidGermansinPennsylvaniause groundhogsinsteadof badgers? 

 

GroundhogDayisprobablynotanimportantdaywhereyoulive.Butitisabigevent in 

Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania!People in Punxsutawney have been celebrating 

Groundhog Day since 1886. Residents call their town “The Weather Capital of the 

World.” 

On February 2nd every year, people stand outside and watch a groundhog, 

PunxsutawneyPhil,leavehisden.IfthemorningissunnyandPhilcanseehisshadow, 

thenwinterwilllastforsixmoreweeks.IfthemorningiscloudyandPhildoesn’tseehis shadow, 

then winter is finished and spring will begin soon. 

GroundhogDayisbasedonaGermantraditioncalledCandlemas.Candlemasisthe day 

halfway between winter and spring. German immigrants brought Candlemas to 

Pennsylvania. In Germany, a badger predicted when spring would come.In Pennsylvania, 

the immigrants chose a groundhog to forecast the weather in their new home. 



GroundhogDayWorksheetAnswerKey 

 

PHOTOCOPIABLE 

 

 

 

 
1Readthetext. 

2Trytomatchthewordstotheirmeanings. 

 
1i 

2c 

3g 

4b 

5f 

6h 

7e 

8a 

9d 

 
3Answerthequestions usingcompletesentences. 

 
1Theycalltheircity“TheWeatherCapitaloftheWorld”becausethey’vebeencelebratingGroundhog Day since 

1886. 

2Ifheseeshisshadow,thentherewillbesixmoreweeksofwinter. 

3GroundhogDayisbasedonCandlemas. 

4Theyprobablyusedgroundhogsbecausetherewerealotofthemandthereweren’tanybadgers. 
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1Unscramblethewords.Thenfigureoutthesecretmessage. 

 

 
rblceaete 

         

11 14 2 

 
tneve 

 

     

5 

 
ietresdn 

        

2 13 6 
 

 
tcoums 

      

15 4 3 

 
scoreaft 

        

10 8 12 

 
nmigamrti 

         

1 5 
 
 
 

 
SECRETMESSAGE! 

 

 

1 2 3 45 6 3 1 6 8 108111112 3 5 
 

 

1013142 4 8 2 1213153 5 6 

Title:GroundhogDayPuzzle:Scramble 
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1Unscramblethewords.Thenfigureoutthesecretmessage. 
 
 

 
rblceaete 

C E L E B R A T E 

11 14 2 

 
tneve 

 

E V E N T 

5 

 
ietresdn 

R E S I D E N T 

2 13 6 
 

 
tcoums 

C U S T O M 

15 4 3 

 
scoreaft 

F O R E C A S T 

10 8 12 

 
nmigamrti 

I M M I G R A N T 

1 5 
 
 
 

 
SECRETMESSAGE! 

 

 

G R O U N D H O G       
 
 O N 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3 1 
 6 8   10 8111112  3 5 

 

 

1013142 4 8 2 1213153 5 6 

Title:GroundhogDayPuzzle:ScrambleAnswerKey 

D A Y 

 

F A L L S 

 



GroundhogDayLessonPlan 

©Pearson 
Page1/2 

PHOTOCOPIABLE 

 

 

 

 

Warm-Up+Presentation–3-4minutes 

SeeGroundhogDayFiller+AnswerKey. 

• Beforeclass,goonlineandprintoutapictureofagroundhog.(Note:Thewebsite 

http://www.hoghaven.com/see.html has several pictures posted.) 

• Inclass,writethewordgroundhogontheboard. 

• Askstudentstotakeoutapieceofpaperanddrawwhattheythinkagroundhoglookslike. (Don’t 

give any hints!) 

• Afteraminuteortwo,askeveryonetoholduptheirdrawings.Then,holdupthepictureofan actual 

groundhog. 

• Explaintostudentsthatgroundhogsaresmall,furryanimalsthatliveundergroundinthe 

northern United States. 

 

Practice–40minutes 

SeeGroundhogDayWorksheet+AnswerKey. 

• Askstudentstoreadthetitleofthearticle. 

• Askifanyoneintheclassisfamiliarwiththisholiday. 

• CallonvolunteerstosaywhattheyknowaboutGroundhogDay. 

• Then,givestudentstimetoreadthetextandtocompletethefirstexercise(matching). 

• Havestudentscomparetheiranswersinpairs.Callonvolunteerstoreadtheiranswersaloud. 

• Last,givestudentstimetofinishtheshort-answerquestions.Callonvolunteerstoreadtheir 

answers aloud. 

 
SeeGroundhogDayFiller+AnswerKey. 

• Goovertherulesforconditionalsentences(ifclauses)withtheclass. 

• Writeacoupleofexamplesontheboard:Ifitissunnytomorrow,thenIwillgotothebeach.IfI find a cheap 

ticket, then I will go to France. (etc.) 

• Tomakesurestudentsarecomfortablewiththegrammar,havethemeachwriteananswerto these 

two prompts:If it is sunny on Saturday, then  ; If it is raining on Saturday, then  . 

• Next,askstudentstoidentifyconditionalsentencesinthetextontheworksheet. 

(AnswerKey–Thetwoif-clausesinthetextare:IfthemorningissunnyandPhilcanseehisshadow, 

thenwinterwilllastforsixmoreweeks;IfthemorningiscloudyandPhildoesn’tseehisshadow,then winter is 

finished and spring will begin soon.Both are in paragraph 2.) 

Learningobjectives:LearnthebackgroundofanAmericanholidaythroughreadingandspeakingactivities 

Resources:Groundhog Day Worksheet + Answer Key, Groundhog Day Filler + Answer 

Key,Groundhog Day Puzzle + Answer Key, Groundhog Day Game 

PreparationTime:10minutes CompletionTime:60minutes 

Skill/Grammar:Reading/ConditionalIf-clauses Age/Level:Secondary/HighIntermediate 

http://www.hoghaven.com/see.html
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• Finally,have studentscompletethefillersheet. 

• Askstudentstochecktheiranswersinpairs.Callonstudentstoreadtheiranswersaloud. 
 

 

Wrap-Up–15minutes 

SeeGroundhogDayGame. 

• Beforeclass,makecharadecardsoutofvocabularyfromtheworksheet(asexplainedonthe 

gamesheet.) 

• Followinstructionsonthe gamesheet. 
 

 
SeeGroundhogDayPuzzle+AnswerKey. 

• Havestudentscompletethepuzzleontheirownorinpairs. 

• Callonvolunteerstoreadtheanswersaloud. 
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Teaching Notes  

• Prepareindexcardswithwordsfromthelesson(groundhog,event,celebrate,resident,den, 

immigrants,forecast,weather,badger,spring,winter) 

• Dividetheclassintoteams. 

 
• Callonastudenttocometotheboard.Givehim/heroneofthecards. 

 
• He/shemustdrawapictureofthewordonthecard. 

 
• Ifhis/herteamcanguesstheword,thedrawingstudent’steamreceivesapoint.Note:Alternate 

teamssothateachteamhasthesamenumberofchancestodraw. 

• Tomakethegamemovefaster,setatimelimitforguessing. 
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2Completethesentences.Payattention toyourverb tenses! 

 
TypeA 

1. Ifhe(see)seeshisshadow,he(return)willreturntohisden. 

2. Ifthey(want)wantweatherinformation,they(watch)willwatchthenews. 

3. Ifhe(ask)asksforhelp,I(be)willbehappytoassisthim. 

4. Ifwe(travel)traveltoPunxsutawney,we(try)willtrytobethereonFeb.2. 

5. Iftheday(be)iscloudy,thegroundhog(negative+go)won’tgo backto to his den. 

 
 

 

TypeB 

1. Ifhe(try)triedharder,he(succeed)wouldsucceed. 

2. IfI(hear)heardthephone,I(answer)wouldanswerit. 

3. Ifwe(have)hadmoremoney,we(travel)wouldtravelmore. 

4. Ifwinter(be)wasshorter,we(have)wouldhavemoretimetorun. 

5. Ifyou(do)didyourhomework,you(get)wouldgetbettergrades. 


