Drug Abuse And Illicit Trafficking

» Introduction : Illicit Drug Use Is A Major Social Problem With Significant Impacts On Both The
Social And Economic Aspects Of Any Country. The Dramatic Improvements In Communication
And Technology Coupled With Global Economic Liberalization Have Contributed To Growth
Of International Trade.

» At The Same Time, The Social And Political Environment Has Led To Improved Trade
Environment Attracting Substantial Investments In Many Nations. The Recent Liberalization Of
Trade Means That Goods, Human Labor, And Capital Can Freely Move Across National Borders
With Minimal Restrictions.

» This Has Resulted To A Good Macroeconomic Environment For Growth Of Legitimate
International Trade (Reuter, & Kleiman, 1986, P.19). However, The Liberalization Of Trade Has
Also Provided An Opportunity For Organized Gangs To Engage In Drug Trafficking On A
Global Scale.

> Cartels, Consisting Of Drug Producers And Traffickers, Produce Illicit Drugs, Usually In
Developing Countries, And Distribute Them Into Different Countries Gaining Huge Profits. The
Proceeds From Drug Trafﬁcking Are Then Invested In Strategic Financial Centers As Legitimate

Investments Giving Good Investment Returns To The Drug Traffickers.

» This Has Only Contributed To Widening The Economic Inequality Gap Affecting The
Economic Growth Of A Country. Trade In Illicit Drugs Aftects The Global Economy As Well As
The Socio-political Aspects Of Citizens.

» Economic Impacts OfIllicit Drug Trafficking : Drug Trafticking Is A Major Global Concern
Due To The Substantial Impacts It Has On The Economies Of Many Countries. While Drug



Trafticking May Have Immense “benefits” To Drug Traftickers And Cartels, It However, Causes
Considerable Consequences On The Health And Financial Systems Of A Country (Saffer, &
Chaloupka, 1995, P.12). In Particular, Countries That Have Less Stringent Anti-trafficking Laws
Tend To Experience Substantial Social And Political Consequences.

» This Arises Because Much Of The Profits Obtained From Drug Trafficking Is Invested In
Industrialized Nations With The Developing Countries, Which Are Often The Source Of These
Drugs, Experiencing Less Investments (Reuter, & Kleiman, 1986, P.21). As A Result, A Number
Of Producer Developing Countries Are Experiencing Stagnated Economic Growth.

» Drug Trafticking Contributes To Drug Abuse In The Society. Countries Allocate Substantial
Resources To Fight Illicit Drug Trafticking Through Various Law Enforcement Agencies. In
Addition, Resources Are Allocated To Healthcare To Fight Drug-related Illnesses (Hanson,
Venturelli, & Fleckenstein, 2009, P.51). A Country’s Economy Suffers As Labor Productivity
Declines Because Of Illnesses And Drug-related Deaths. Drug Trafticking Also Contributes To
Increased Drug-related Crime Aftecting Security And Regional Stability.

» Drug Abuse Is Rampant Particularly Among Youths In The Age Group Of 18-35 Who Constitute
The Majority Of The Working Population. Drug Abuse Among Youthful Population Reduces
Their Chances Of Finding Gainful Employment. It Also Affects Their Work Performance, If
Employed, Which Results To Dismissals.

» According To Lawrence And Vinod, Unemployment In Both Developed And Developing
Countries Is Partly Attributed To Substance Abuse (1993, P.117). In Addition, The Prices Of
Illicit Drugs Are Not Regulated Dependent Only On The Associated Risks During Production
And Trafticking; This Means That The Illicit Drug Industry Generates Substantial Income That
Affects The Economy Of Countries.

» The Drug Income Obtained By Traffickers In Producer Countries Is Often Used To Import
Illegal Luxury Goods From Other Countries, Which Aftects The Price Levels Of Local Products.

In Producer Countries, People Neglect The Production Of Essential Commodities As They
Embark On Illicit Drug Production. This Also Aftects Prices Of Essential Commodities. Drug



Trafticking Also Increases Income Inequality As Only Few People In Drug Cartels Get The Drug
Profits As The Drug Farmers Get Comparatively Less Profits.

> Social Impacts Of Drug Trafficking And Abuse : While The Family And Community Play A
Significant Role In Reducing Substance Abuse Among The Youth, Parental Drug Abuse Strains
Most Family Relationships. Peer Influence Especially Among The Youth Also Contributes To
Drug Abuse. Family Factors Including Parental Absence And Parental Use Of Illicit Drugs Also
Lead To Drug Abuse.

» InAddition, Drug Abuse Produces Many Negative Impacts On The Health Of Individuals
Affecting Their Productivity (Hanson Et Al,, 2009, P.53). Addiction To Drugs Such As Heroin
And Cocaine Affect The General Health Of The Users With Diseases Such As Hiv/aids Being
Prevalent In Drug Injectors. This In Turn Aftects The Productivity Of The General Population,
Which Adversely Affects The Economy Of A Country.

» Environmental Damage Is Increased By Drug Trafficking Particularly In Producer Countries As
Forests Are Cleared For Drug Farming. Processing Of The Illicit Drugs Also Releases Dangerous
Chemicals Into The Environment (Hanson Et Al, 2009, P.57). Improper Disposal Of Wastes
Resulting From Processing Of Cocaine And Heroin Affects The Environment. Drug Trafticking
Also Contributes To Increased Criminal Activities That Affect The Security Of Citizens.

» Drug Addiction Contributes To Increased Robbery And Prostitution As The Addicts Seek For
Money To Finance Their Drug Use. Consequently, Many Resources Are Allocated To Law
Enforcement Officers To Fight These Drug-related Vices At The Expense Of The Other Sectors
Of The Economy.

» Conclusion : Drug Trafficking Is Major Concern Because OfIts Socio-economic And Political
Implications. Illicit Drug Money, Once It Enters An Economy, It Affects The Political Systems,
The Civil Society, And The Productivity Of A Country Contributing To Social Disintegration
And Collapse Of Democratic Governance. In Addition, Drug Abuse Affects The Health And The
Productivity Of Human Resource Of A Country, Which In Turn Affects Its Economic Growth
And Development.
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