Essay On Electoral Reforms In India

Issues in Electoral Politics in India
There are multiple issues plaguing the electoral process in India. Some of
the most prominent ones are mentioned below.

Money Power

In every constituency, candidates have to spend crores of rupees for
campaigning, publicity, etc. Most candidates far exceed the permissible
limit of expenses.

Muscle Power

In certain parts of the country, there are widespread reports of illegal and
untoward incidents during polling such as the use of violence,
intimidation, booth capturing, etc.

Criminalisation of Politics and Politicization of Criminals

Criminals enter into politics and ensure that money and muscle power
wins them elections, so that the cases against them are not proceeded
with. Political parties are also happy as long as they have winnable
candidates. Political parties field criminals in elections for funds and in
return provide them with political patronage and protection.



e Misuse of Government Machinery

e There is a general opinion that the party in power uses government
machinery such as using government vehicles for canvassing,
advertisements at the cost of the exchequer, disbursements out of the
discretionary funds at the disposal of the ministers, and other such means
to improve the chances of their candidates winning.

e Non-serious Independent candidates
e Serious candidates float non-serious candidates in elections to cut a good
portion of the votes that would otherwise have gone to rival candidates.

e Casteism

e There are cases of certain caste groups lending strong support to
particular political parties. Thus, political parties make offers to win over
different caste groups, and caste groups also try to pressurize parties to
offer tickets for their members’ elections. Voting on caste lines is
prevalent in the country and this is a serious blotch on democracy and
equality. This also creates rifts in the country.

e Communalism

e Communal polarization poses a serious threat to the Indian political ethos
of pluralism, parliamentarianism, secularism and federalism. Read more
about Communalism in the linked article.



e Lack of Moral Values in Politics

e The political corruption in India has led to politics becoming a business.
People enter the political arena for making money and retaining their
money and power. There are very few leaders who enter politics to make
a difference in the lives of their people. The Gandhian values of service
and sacrifice are missing from the Indian political scene.
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