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Table of Literary Themes 

 

Category Theme Explanation 

Life & Existence Circle of Life Life, death, and renewal as a continuous 

cycle 

Life & Existence Fate vs Free Will Destiny versus personal choice 

Life & Existence Meaning of Life Search for purpose and existence 

Life & Existence Time Passage and impact of time 

Life & Existence Immortality Desire to live forever 

Life & Existence Survival Will to live against odds 

Human Nature Identity Crisis Struggle to understand oneself 

Human Nature Self-Awareness Realization of one’s inner self 

Human Nature Pride and Downfall Ego leading to failure 

Human Nature Greed as Downfall Desire for wealth causing destruction 

Human Nature Fear of Failure Anxiety about not succeeding 

Human Nature Inner vs Outer Strength Emotional vs physical resilience 

Human Nature Vanity Obsession with appearance 

Human Nature Manipulation Controlling others for gain 

Human Nature Temptation and 

Destruction 

Giving in to harmful desires 

Society & Culture Power and Corruption Authority leading to moral decay 

Society & Culture Social Mobility Movement between social classes 

Society & Culture Tradition vs Change Conflict between old and new values 

Society & Culture Totalitarianism Absolute government control 
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Society & Culture Capitalism Effects Economic systems impacting individuals 

Society & Culture Working Class Struggles Hardships of laboring communities 

Society & Culture Nationalism Pride and conflict tied to nation identity 

Society & Culture Technology in Society Benefits and dangers of innovation 

Society & Culture Oppression of Women Gender inequality and control 

Conflict Man vs Nature Human struggle against natural forces 

Conflict Man vs Society Individual versus social norms 

Conflict Man vs Self Internal emotional or moral struggle 

Conflict War Violence, sacrifice, and consequences 

Conflict Chaos vs Order Balance between disorder and control 

Conflict Rebellion vs Convention Breaking rules vs following norms 

Relationships Love and Sacrifice Giving up for loved ones 

Relationships Betrayal Breaking trust 

Relationships Family (Blessing or 

Curse) 

Complex family dynamics 

Relationships Companionship Friendship as emotional support 

Relationships Lost Love Grief after losing a loved one 

Relationships Everlasting Love Eternal emotional bonds 

Relationships Heartbreak Emotional pain from relationships 

Emotional Themes Loneliness Isolation and disconnection 

Emotional Themes Loss of Innocence Transition from youth to experience 

Emotional Themes Disillusionment Loss of idealism 

Emotional Themes Hope vs Despair Optimism against hopelessness 

Emotional Themes Fear Emotional response to danger 

Emotional Themes Happiness Joy and fulfillment 

Emotional Themes Grief Deep sorrow and mourning 

Moral & Ethics Good vs Evil Battle between right and wrong 
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Moral & Ethics Justice vs Injustice Fairness versus inequality 

Moral & Ethics Knowledge vs Ignorance Awareness versus lack of understanding 

Moral & Ethics Responsibility Accountability for actions 

Moral & Ethics Judgment Consequences of judging others 

Moral & Ethics Faith vs Doubt Belief versus skepticism 

Growth & Transformation Coming of Age Transition into adulthood 

Growth & Transformation Rebirth Renewal and new beginnings 

Growth & Transformation Personal Growth Development through experiences 

Growth & Transformation Overcoming Obstacles Triumph over difficulties 

Growth & Transformation Self-Reliance Independence and confidence 

Power & Control Illusion of Power False sense of control 

Power & Control Power of Words Influence of language 

Power & Control Power of Wealth Money as influence 

Power & Control Power of Tradition Cultural influence on behavior 

Power & Control Silence as Power Strength in restraint 

Nature & World Nature as Beauty Appreciation of natural world 

Nature & World Nature vs Humanity Conflict between environment and people 

Nature & World Hierarchy in Nature Natural order and dominance 

Nature & World Environmental 

Awareness 

Conservation and respect for nature 

Social Issues Racism Discrimination based on race 

Social Issues Prejudice Judging without knowledge 

Social Issues Segregation Social separation 

Social Issues Gender Roles Expectations based on gender 

Social Issues Inequality Unequal opportunities 

Philosophical Reality vs Illusion Truth versus perception 

Philosophical Human Condition Nature of existence 
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Philosophical Wisdom of Experience Learning through life 

Philosophical Progress (Real or 

Illusion) 

Questioning advancement 

Philosophical Quest for Discovery Search for knowledge 

Motivation & Success Ambition Desire for success 

Motivation & Success Perseverance Continuing despite difficulty 

Motivation & Success Willpower Strength to control actions 

Motivation & Success Achievement Reaching goals 

Motivation & Success Failure Learning through mistakes 
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