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World Television Day, observed on 21st November every year, is a significant
occasion that celebrates the profound influence of television as a medium of communication,
information, and entertainment. Television—often called TV or Doordarshan in India—has been
one of the most transformative inventions in human history. Far more than an electronic device,
it has become a global window through which people understand the world. In recognition of its
growing importance, the United Nations General Assembly declared this day in 1996, following
the first World Television Forum held on the same date.

The primary purpose of World Television Day is not merely to celebrate the invention
of television, but to highlight the philosophy behind it: the free flow of information, the
strengthening of public awareness, and the promotion of dialogue across nations. It
acknowledges the role played by governments, media organizations, and individuals in ensuring
that television remains a reliable and unbiased source of news and knowledge. By observing this
day, the global community is reminded of the responsibility of using television ethically and
meaningfully.

Television plays a powerful role in shaping society. One of its most notable
contributions is education. Educational channels, documentaries, and informative programs bring
knowledge into every home. During emergencies, such as the Covid-19 pandemic, television
became a crucial tool for distance learning, especially in areas with limited internet access. It
helps bridge the learning gap between rural and urban populations, making education accessible
to all.

Another major function of television is entertainment. Films, serials, music shows, and
sports broadcasts provide enjoyment and relaxation to people of all ages. Major sports events,
festivals, and global ceremonies create a feeling of unity as millions watch them together.
Television also serves as a platform for cultural exchange, showcasing traditions, languages, and
artistic expressions from different parts of the world.

Moreover, television has been a strong instrument of social change. Through debates,
public awareness campaigns, and investigative journalism, it highlights social issues and
encourages public participation. Topics related to health, environment, gender equality, national
policies, and human rights reach vast audiences and inspire action. For this reason, the United
Nations recognizes television as a pillar of freedom of expression and a promoter of cultural
diversity.
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However, like any influential medium, television has both positive and negative aspects. While it
spreads knowledge, encourages awareness, and entertains, excessive viewing can lead to physical
inactivity, wastage of time, and exposure to inappropriate content, especially for children. The
rise of sensationalism and fake news in some channels also raises concerns about media ethics.
Therefore, viewers must exercise discretion and develop responsible viewing habits.

In conclusion, World Television Day reminds us that television is much more than a
"dumb box." It is a powerful symbol of the communication revolution that continues to connect
people across the globe. Even in today's digital age, television remains a dependable and
influential medium. On this day, we are encouraged to use television wisely—to seek truthful
information, enjoy quality content, and support its role in guiding society toward positive
growth.
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World Television Day: Significance and Impact

Television, often called the "little window," is one of the most influential inventions in
human history. To highlight its importance and impact on society, World Television Day is
celebrated every year on November 21st. The United Nations General Assembly declared this
day in 1996, the day when the first World Television Forum was held. This day recognizes the
role of television in communication and globalization, rather than just being a means of
entertainment.

Television is a powerful medium of information, education, and entertainment. It
instantly delivers events from around the world, such as important news, sporting events, and
cultural festivals, to millions of viewers. It connects people to global issues and plays a vital role
in raising social awareness. For example, important government announcements or health
awareness campaigns reach every home through television.

However, it's also important to consider the negative aspects of television, such as the
health risks of excessive viewing and the occasional debate over the quality of the content.

World Television Day reminds us that television is a platform that should be used to
promote peace, security, economic development, and socio-cultural exchange. We must use this
powerful medium responsibly and wisely, so that it can contribute to the positive development
of society.
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