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A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

Introduction:

Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam was a great Indian scientist, a renowned
educationist, and the 11th President of India. He was not only famous as the
"Missile Man of India," but also known as a source of inspiration for the youth. His
entire life is an excellent example of simplicity, hard work, discipline, and
dedication to the nation. Through his thoughts and actions, he proved that with
strong determination and continuous effort, a person can achieve great heights.

Birth and Early Life:

Dr. Abdul Kalam was born on 15 October 1931 in Rameswaram, Tamil
Nadu, into a humble family. His father, Jainulabdeen, was a boat owner, and his
mother, Ashiamma, was a religious and kind-hearted woman. Despite financial
difficulties, Kalam never allowed circumstances to become an obstacle to his goals.
From childhood, he was hardworking, curious, and eager to learn.

Education and Scientific Career:

Dr. Kalam completed his graduation in Physics from St. Joseph's College,
Tiruchirappalli, and later studied aerospace engineering at the Madras Institute
of Technology. He began his scientific career at prestigious institutions such as
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DRDO and ISRO. His contribution to the development of the Satellite Launch
Vehicle (SLV-IIT) and missiles like Agni and Prithvi was remarkable. Due to these
achievements, he earned the title "Missile Man of India."

Contribution as President:

In 2002, Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam became the President of India. Even
while holding the highest constitutional office, he remained closely connected with
the common people, especially students. He referred to Rashtrapati Bhavan as the
"People's House" and strongly encouraged interaction with the youth. His vision
was to make India a developed nation, which he presented through his "Vision
2020."

Thoughts and Personality:

Dr. Kalam was a symbol of simplicity and humility. He believed that
"Dreams are not what you see while sleeping; dreams are those that do not let you
sleep.” His life was filled with moral values, self-confidence, and positive thinking.
He considered education the key to social development and constantly motivated
young people towards innovation and self-reliance.

Conclusion:

The life of Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam is truly inspirational for all of us. He
proved that extraordinary achievements can be attained even from ordinary
circumstances. His contributions to science, education, and nation-building will
always be remembered. In the hearts of India's youth, he will forever live on as
the "People’s President” and a guiding light.
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